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Excitement  surrounds 
lesbian  conference 

Organizers  of  the  proposed  1991  nationwide 
gathering  emphasize  process  and  inclusion 

By  Jennie  McKnight 


U.S.  —  A  little  over  a  year  ago  a  group  of 
about  40  lesbians  got  together  in 
Washington,  D.C.  to  talk  about  holding  a 
national  lesbian  conference.  Equipped  with 
$3000  in  seed  money  from  funds  left  over 
from  the  1987  March  on  Washington  for 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Rights,  and  with  few 
specific  ideas  about  what  such  a  conference 
would  look  like,  the  group  brainstormed  a 
timeline,  divided  the  country  into  regions, 
and  began  working  on  a  plan  to  reach  as 
many  lesbians  as  possible  to  participate  in 
the  event. 

Regional  meetings  were  held  within  a  few 
months  and  a  national  planning  meeting  was 
called  for  March,  1989  in  Durham,  North 
Carolina.  As  planners  tapped  personal  and 
political  networks,  interest  and  support  for 
the  dyke  gathering  began  to  snowball.  When 
the  over  200  lesbians  arrived  in  North 
Carolina  (see  GCN,  April  19),  some  were 
hoping  that  the  conference  date  would  be  set 
for  late  1989  or  1990.  But  instead  of  crank¬ 
ing  through  a  bunch  of  logistical  work,  the 
lesbians  at  Durham  began  a  process  of 
organizing  that  participants  say  is  at  least  as 
important  as  the  conference  itself. 

“I  was  hoping  for  a  Fall,  1989  con¬ 
ference,”  said  Michelle  Crone,  one  of  the 
organizers  of  the  event  since  its  inception. 
“But  now  I  see  that  by  meeting  in  1991  there 
is  a  lot  of  participation  happening  in  places 
I’ve  never  seen  before.” 

Using  a  “fishbowl”  consciousness-raising 
technique,  the  lesbians  of  color  and  white 


lesbians  in  Durham  began  by  speaking  to 
each  other’s  experiences.  Many  lesbians 
who  were  involved  in  the  Durham  meeting 
described  this  process  as  intense,  painful, 
and  incredibly  important  to  the  group’s  sur¬ 
vival  and  growth.  A  similar  process,  in¬ 
itiated  by  women  with  disabilities,  took 
place  later  in  the  weekend. 

“By  addressing  racism  up  front  [in 
Durham],  it  let  down  the  barriers  that  tend 
to  build  up  when  a  group  that  doesn’t  know 
each  other  gets  together,”  said  Linda 
Morales  of  the  Latina  lesbian  organization 
AMIGA,  in  Houston,  Texas. 

Mary  Frances  Platt,  a  raised  poor  and 
working-class  lesbian  with  disability,  said 
she  went  to  the  Durham  meeting  and  decid¬ 
ed  to  make  a  commitment  to  the  conference 
when  she  became  convinced  it  was  “not  just 
a  bunch  of  white,  middle-class,  able-bodied 
lesbians  doing  outreach.” 

In  addition  to  the  consciousness-raising 
and  trust  building  that  took  place  in 
Durham,  the  group  made  several  decisions 
that  reflected  what  many  describe  as  its 
commitment  to  inclusivity.  They  decided 
that  the  National  Lesbian  Conference, 
which  will  be  by,  for  and  about  lesbians,  will 
be  held  in  the  Spring  of  1991  in  Atlanta, 
Georgia.  The  additional  time  will  allow  for 
better  grassroots  organizing  and  mobiliza¬ 
tion  of  women  who  may  not  otherwise  have 
been  able  to  attend  the  conference,  and  hav¬ 
ing  it  in  a  Southern  city  represents  a  depar- 
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‘Next’  magazine  to  fold 
in  one  week 

The  staff  that  turned  a  “ bar  rag”  into  a  well  regarded 
gay /lesbian  news  magazine  gets  one  week's  advance 
notice  of  layoffs 


By  Carrie  Wofford 

PROVINCETOWN,  Mass.  —  Citing 
financial  difficulties,  the  publisher  and 
owner  of  NEXT  magazine  —  a  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  weekly  news  magazine  —  announced  to 
his  partner  and  staff  on  Oct.  16  that  the 
magazine  would  cease  publication  the 
following  week. 

Although  the  paper’s  financial  picture 
always  felt  somewhat  precarious,  the  an¬ 
nouncement  took  the  staff  by  surprise. 
“None  of  us  had  any  idea.  We  were  all  com¬ 
pletely  stunned,”  staff  writer  Michael 
McGuire  told  GCN. 

“The  reason  why  it’s  a  surprise,”  explain¬ 
ed  editor  Masha  Gessen,  “is  not  because  we 
haven’t  been  warned,  but  because  we  were 
warned  all  the  time.”  According  to  Gessen, 
NEXT  publisher  Gary  Chefetz  had 
threatened  to  close  down  the  magazine 
throughout  Gessen ’s  tenure  as  editor. 
“Gary  painted  a  bleak  picture  since  I 
started.  Why  should  it  come  this  week?  I 
have  no  way  of  knowing  if  [the]  financial 


status  now  is  worse  than  [it  was  in]  July  of 
1988,”  when  Gessen  started  as  NEXT’ s  first 
editor. 

“Since  mid-  to  late  summer,  I’ve  been 
completely  left  out  of  the  decision  [-making] 
process,  and  I’m  resentful  of  that,”  Gessen 
stated.  “I’m  mad  that  the  staff  [were]  in¬ 
formed  one  week  [in  advance  of  the 
closing].  He  knew  or  should  have  known 
further  in  advance,  and  he  should  have  told 
us.” 

Staff  writer  Michael  McGuire  recalled  the 
staff  meeting  at  which  they  were  informed: 
“[Chefetz]  said,  ‘I  don’t  want  to  wait  to 
drop  this  bomb.  I’m  closing  NEXT  after  the 
next  issue....’  ” 

According  to  Gessen,  Chefetz  has  not  of¬ 
fered  severance  pay,  and  instead  said,  “I’ll 
pay  you  for  another  week  if  I  have  the 
money.”  Chefetz  could  not  be  reached  for 
comment  before  GCN  went  to  press. 

“The  only  memorable  thing  I  have  to 
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‘Fragile  unity’ 


Players  from  all  segments  of  the  AIDS  community  engage 
in  productive  dialogue  and  agree  —  on  some  issues  —  at 


ed  organizations  on  the  left,  with  public 
health  workers  falling  somewhere  in  the 
middle.  A  subtle  but  pervasive  influence  is 
felt  by  the  major  drug  companies,  who 
underwrite  most  of  the  costs  of  such  con¬ 
ferences. 

Federal  turn-around 

Each  day  of  the  conference  began  with  a 
plenary  session,  where  the  big  name 
speakers  addressed  the  entire  conference 
before  it  split  up  into  specific  workshops. 
From  the  start,  the  failure  of  “the  system” 
was  a  frequent  theme.  “Research  has  done  a 
good  job,  the  rest  of  society  a  bad  one,” 
said  Mathilde  Krim  of  the  American  Foun¬ 
dation  for  AIDS  Research  (AmFAR)  at  the 
opening  plenary.  “AIDS  is  less  and  less  a 
medical  issue  and  more  and  more  a  social 
and  political  one.”  Marcus  Conant,  another 
noted  AIDS  researcher,  put  it  more  strongly 
when  he  said,  ‘  ‘American  society  is  sick,  and 
has  failed  society  in  this  epidemic.”  It  ap¬ 
pears  that  the  consensus  even  among  resear¬ 
ches  has  finally  moved  to  the  position  that 
community  activists  have  held  for  years. 

An  outstanding  symbol  of  this  change  is 
Fauci,  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administra¬ 
tion  (FDA),  whose  recent  acknowledgment 
that  the  current  drug  testing  guidelines  need 
to  be  updated  received  widespread  coverage 
in  the  mainstream  media.  Yet  Fauci  was 
anxious  to  deny  that  he  had  been  pushed  or 
pressured.  “Nobody  has  ‘changed’  me.”  he 
said  testily  when  questioned.  “John  James 
[of  AIDS  Treatment  News],  Delaney  [of 
Project  Inform],  and  ACT  UP  haven’t 
changed  me  or  vice-versa.  We  hold  similar 
fundamental  principles  and  once  we  started 
talking  this  became  clear.” 

Not  everyone  shares  this  rosy  view.  A1 
Novick,  a  “professional  ethicist”  from  Yale 
and  possibly  the  most  reactionary  voice  at 
the  conference,  denounced  ACT  UP  and  ac- 
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a  major  AIDS  conference 


By  Michael  C.  Botkin 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Over  2,500  people, 
ranging  from  gold-braided  Navy  medical 
personnel  to  leather-clad  activists,  attended 
the  3rd  annual  National  AIDS  Update  Con¬ 
ference  here  Oct.  13-16.  As  participants 
took  in  speeches  and  workshops  by  many  of 
the  big  names  in  AIDS  research,  treatment, 
and  activism,  two  predominant  trends 
emerged:  the  new-found  unity  between  of¬ 


ficials  and  activists  (as  exemplified  by  the 
highly  publicized  “conversion”  of  Anthony 
Fauci)  and  growing  pressures  that  threaten 
to  overturn  this  shaky  consensus. 

The  discovery  that  AZT  delays  the  onset 
of  AIDS  and  the  idea  that  HIV-related  il¬ 
lnesses  are  now  controllable  have  raised  the 
uncomfortable  issue  of  equitable  access  to 
treatment.  The  advent  of  early  intervention 
has  effectively  tripled  the  number  of  people 
who  should  be  receiving  treatment  —  but  lit¬ 
tle  additional  funding  can  be  expected. 

The  National  AIDS  Update,  an  annual 
event  now  in  its  third  year,  is  a  combination 
of  what  used  to  be  four  separate  con¬ 
ferences:  the  National  AIDS  Conference, 
the  AIDS/ARC  Update,  Comprehensive 
Care  of  the  AIDS  Patient,  and  Management 
of  the  AIDS  Patient.  These  four  events  were 
combined  into  a  single  mega-conference 
primarily  due  to  the  efforts  of  Martin 
Roscher,  who  died  last  year  from  AIDS. 

The  Update  is  not  a  cutting-edge,  medical 
research  forum  like  the  big  international 
conferences  held  in  Montreal  or  Stockholm, 
but  rather  a  treatment  update,  aimed  at 
AIDS  service  providers.  Participants 
covered  the  political  spectrum  from  federal 
authorities  and  their  fellow-travelers  on  the 
right  to  ACT  UP  and  other  community  bas¬ 


NEWSNOTES 


Quote  of  the  week 

“Elvis  is  alive  —  and  she’s  beautiful.” 

—  Madonna,  as  quoted  in  Rolling 
Stone  after  meeting  k.d.  lang.  Following 
lang’s  recent  concert  in  Los  Angeles, 
Madonna,  accompanied  by  Sandra  Bern- 
hard,  Jennifer  Grey  and  Warren  Beatty, 
went  backstage  to  meet  and  compliment  the 
country  singer,  lang  was  equally  impressed 
with  Madonna.  “I’ve  been  baptized,  ”  she 
said. 


“We  see  new  forms  of  shared  living  every 
day.  Administrators  must  adjust  to  that 
situation.  These  changes  were  overdue,” 
added  Imbeni. 

The  new  regulations  will  also  cover  in¬ 
heritance  laws  by  simplifying  and 
legitimating  wills  that  name  “partners”  ^s 
beneficiaries. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Victory  in  North 
Carolina 


The  editorial  intent  will  be  to  draw  con¬ 
nections  between  lesbians  without 
“cutting]  all  lesbians  from  the  same  cloth.” 
Sections  specifically  addressing  “First  Na¬ 
tions,  Black,  Asian  and  Latina  lesbians” 
will  be  under  autonomous  editorial 
control,”  and  proposals  for  other  autono¬ 
mous  sections  will  be  considered.  Lesbian 
Resistance  also  especially  encourages  input 
from  lesbians  in  prisons  and  mental  institu¬ 
tions,  whose  voices  are  “precisely  the  ones 
the  white  patriarchs  most  wish  to  silence.” 

For  more  information,  contact  Box  78, 
282  Parliament  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario, 
Canada  M5A  3A4. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

AIDS 

TREATMENT 

NOTES 

A.P.  giveaway 

ROSEMONT,  Ill.  —  Under  pressure 
from  a  PWA  advocacy  group,  and  just  a 
month  after  Burroughs-Wellcome  lowered 
the  price  of  AZT  by  20  percent,  the  makers 
of  aerosol  pentamidine  announced  Oct.  12 
that  they  will  give  the  drug  away  to  some 
people  who  are  uninsured.  However,  the 
company,  Lyphomed,  also  announced  that 
it  will  not  reduce  the  price  for  those  who  do 
have  insurance. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  at 
least  200,000  people  in  the  U.S.  need  pen¬ 
tamidine  to  help  prevent  pneumocystis 
carinii  pneumonia,  the  leading  cause  of 
death  among  people  with  AIDS.  Lyphomed 
has  been  soundly  criticized  for  overcharging 
for  the  drug  and  since  the  company  has  an 
exclusive  license  to  sell  pentamidine  in  an 
aerosolized  form  in  the  U.S.,  “it  goes  with¬ 
out  saying  that  if  the  price  is  inflated  it  will 
remain  inflated  barring  Congressional  ac¬ 
tion,”  said  Derek  Hodel,  executive  director 
of  the  People  with  AIDS  Health  Group. 

On  Sept.  25,  the  New  York  AIDS  ad¬ 
vocacy  group  announced  that  it  planned  to 
help  people  import  pentamidine  from 
England,  where  it  is  sold  for  up  to  one-tenth 
its  cost  in  the  U.S.  Hodel  said  that  about  100 
people  have  already  sent  to  England  for  the 
drug  and  that  requests  come  in  daily.  Even 
with  Lyphomed’s  recent  announcement, 
however,  Hodel  said  he  still  believes  the 
company  is  charging  too  much  for  the  drug. 

Lyphomed’s  wholesale  price  is  $99.54  a 
vial  and  patients  are  frequently  charged  be¬ 
tween  $150  and  $200  dollars  a  vial  by  doc¬ 
tors  and  pharmacists.  Most  people  who 
need  pentamidine  require  one  vial  per 
month. 

The  company  will  give  aerosol  pen¬ 
tamidine  to  physicians  and  other  health  care 
providers  who  will  then  give  the  drug  to 
uninsured  patients.  While  the  company  says 
that  the  cost  of  this  program  will  be  millions 
of  dollars,  that  amount  may  well  be  lower 
than  the  cost  could  be  if  there  were  foreign 
competition  in  the  distribution  of  the  drug. 

No  one  is  exactly  sure  how  many  people 
who  cannot  pay  for  aerosol  pentamidine 
need  the  drug.  AIDS  advocates  pointed  out 
that  in  addition  to  people  who  cannot  afford 
the  drug,  there  are  those  who  pay  for  it  out 
of  their  own  pockets  because  of  fear  of  HIV- 
related  and  AIDS  discrimination.  Many 
people  are  reluctant  to  ask  for  reimburse¬ 
ment  for  aerosol  pentamidine  on  insurance 
forms  because  they  do  not  want  their  em¬ 
ployers  or  insurance  companies  to  know 
that  they  are  HIV  positive  or  have  AIDS. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

DDI  trials 
announced 

WASHINGTON  —  Three  trials  of  the 
promising  antiviral  DDI  were  announced 
here  Sept.  28.  Although  it  is  good  news  that 
they  are  beginning,  rules  and  requirements 
surrounding  entrance  into  the  trials  raise 
questions  about  access  and  availability. 

DDI  is  especially  significant  because  it  can 
probably  be  taken  by  people  who  cannot 
tolerate  AZT.  Phase  I  trials  of  DDI  were 
recently  completed  by  the  AIDS  Clinical 
Trial  Groups  of  the  National  Institute  of 
Allergy  and  Infectious  Diseases  and  the  Na¬ 
tional  Cancer  Institute.  According  to  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Health  and  Human 
Services,  the  trials  indicated  that  while  DDI 
is  promising,  it  can  also  be  toxic  depending 
on  the  dosage  amount. 

Two  of  the  three  new  trials  will  examine 


Australian  gay  men 
and  lesbians  protest 
fundamentalists 

SYDNEY,  Australia  —  More  than  5,000 
gay  men  and  lesbians  disrupted  an  anti-gay 
demonstration  by  fundamentalists  here  Oct. 
2.  About  2,000  people  participated  in  the 
“Cleansing  March  for  Jesus”  as  part  of  a 
campaign  to  ban  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Mardi 
Gras  parade,  Sydney’s  annual  Pride  march 
(see  GCN,  Oct.  1-7). 

The  anti-gay  group  calling  for  the  ban, 
Festival  of  Light,  is  led  by  the  Reverend 
Fred  Nile,  who  is  a  member  of  New  South 
Wales’  parliament. 


jay  men  and  lesbians  hold  a  pre-demonstration 
service,  Oct.  2 

Nile  and  his  supporters  chose  to  march 
along  the  gay  parade’s  route,  where  they 
were  met  by  more  than  twice  as  many  gay 
and  lesbian  counter-protesters.  As  the 
Australian  Broadcasting  Corporation  radio 
newscast  put  it,  “Sydney’s  homosexual  and 
lesbian  community  reacted  angrily  to  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  the  Christian  marchers  on  their  ter¬ 
ritory.  “Gay  and  lesbian  demonstrators 
greeted  the  fundamentalists  by  blowing 
whistles,  throwing  pink  streamers  and 
chanting  “Boring,  boring,  boring” 
throughout  the  Repentance  and  Interces¬ 
sion  Assembly  at  the  end  of  the  anti-gay 
march. 

Although  the  police  claimed  they  arrested 
six  people  for  offensive  behavior  and  throw¬ 
ing  food,  gay  and  lesbian  monitors  denied 
seeing  any  arrests.  One  monitor  did  say  that 
he  had  seen  some  bystanders  spurting  beer 
over  mounted  police  and  their  horses,  and 
another  monitor  said  the  police  roughly 
handled  some  of  the  crowd  who  spilled  into 
the  anti -gay  march. 

Before  the  Festival  of  Light’s  march 
began,  the  Metropolitan  Community 
Church  held  a  gay  service  in  front  of  the 
notorious  Darlinghurst  Police  Cells  where 
many  lesbians  and  gay  men  have  been  held 
after  being  arrested  in  the  past  in  defiance  of 
anti-gay  laws.  In  addition,  Cross  Section,  a 
group  of  gay  Christians,  distributed  their 
own  leaflets  which  said:  “We  believe  that 
homosexuality  is  more  diverse  and  complex 
than  can  be  defined  as  simply  male  and 
female.” 

□  Kendall  Lovett 

Gay  couples  allowed 
public  housing  in 
Italy 

BOLOGNA,  Italy  —  Gay  and  lesbian 
couples  here  will  be  allowed  to  apply  for 
public  housing  following  a  recent  decision 
by  the  Italian  parliament  to  legally  define  a 
family  as  “a  group  of  cohabitating  persons 
tied  by  bonds  of  affection.” 

Although  the  new  regulations  are  intend¬ 
ed  to  apply  primarily  to  young,  unmarried 
heterosexual  couples,  the  Bologna  council 
has  said  that  they  will  also  apply  to  gay  men 
and  lesbians,  according  to  Equal  Time. 
Mayor  Renzo  Imbeni  said  that  gay  couples 
will  definitely  be  given  apartments.  “We 
tried  it  three  years  ago,  but  then  it  was  a  pro¬ 
vocative  gesture  because  it  was  certain  the 
regional  authorities  would  veto  it,  as  they 
did,”  he  said. 


GREENSBORO,  N.C.  —  The  city  coun¬ 
cil  here  went  on  record  Oct.  2  against 
discrimination  based  on  sexual  orientation. 
By  a  5-4  margin,  the  council  voted  to  amend 
the  city’s  personnel  policy  with  specific 
language  prohibiting  discrimination  because 
of  sexual  orientation,  according  to  the 
Raleigh  News  and  Observer.  A  watered- 
down  version  that  avoided  using  specific 
terms  was  rejected  by  the  same  5-4  margin. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Gay  life  fascinates 

Minnesota 

lawmaker 

ST.  PAUL,  Minn.  —  After  pleading 
guilty  in  Sept,  to  two  sex-related  charges, 
Rep.  Glen  Anderson  said  a  “fascination” 
with  gay  life  led  him  to  frequent  visits  to 
pornography  shops  and  male  prostitutes.  At 
a  Sept.  17  press  conference,  Anderson  said 
“It  was  like  a  slowmoving  train  that  kept 
picking  up  speed  and  I  couldn’t  get  off,”  ac¬ 
cording  to  The  Weekly  News,  a  lesbian  and 
gay  publication  in  Florida. 

Anderson,  who  has  been  a  member  of 
Minnesota’s  House  for  17  years,  was  ar¬ 
rested  twice  within  two  weeks  in  August  for 
soliciting  sex  from  men.  He  was  charged 
with  two  misdemeanors  and  pled  guilty  to 
both.  Anderson  said  that  the  revelations 
were  devastating  and  that  he  considered 
suicide.  He  also  lost  out  on  a  bid  for  director 
of  the  state  lottery,  a  job  that  would  have 
helped  him  a  great  deal  with  his  financial 
troubles,  because  of  the  publicity. 

Anderson  said  that  he  spoke  out  about  his 
case  in  order  to  encourage  others  who  are 
experiencing  depression  or  “behavioral 
problems”  to  seek  counseling.  He  said  he 
has  been  seeing  a  psychiatrist  since  the  news 
broke  and  that  he  is  “totally  at  peace  with 
myself,  in  a  way  I  haven’t  been  for 
months.” 

Anderson  said  that  he  has  no  intentions  of 
resigning  from  the  House,  but  he  also  said 
he  has  not  decided  whether  or  not  to  seek 
reelection  next  year. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

New  lesbian 
magazine  on  the 
horizon 

TORONTO  —  Saying  that  “neither  the 
feminist  nor  gay  movements  for  liberation 
speak  for  the  North  American  lesbian  poli¬ 
tic,”  lesbians  here  are  trying  to  get  a  new 
publication  off  the  ground.  Lesbian  Resis¬ 
tance  would  be  in  magazine  form  and  would 
be  published  three  or  four  times  a  year. 

Those  proposing  Lesbian  Resistance  say 
that  even  though  both  the  feminist  and  gay 
movements  have  fallen  short  of  a  complete 
analysis,  both  have  nurtured  a  North 
American  lesbian  politic.  Radical  feminism, 
for  example,  analyzed  gender  oppression 
and  privilege,  drawing  heavily  on  Black  and 
“Third  World”  strategies  of  organizing 
against  racism  and  colonialism.  Middle- 
class,  predominantly  white  feminism  added 
a  validation  of  the  importance  of  interper¬ 
sonal  relations  and  process  in  political  work. 
And  gay  men  and  lesbians  have  broken 
ground  by  linking  issues  of  sexuality  and  the 
family  in  their  fight  against  homophobia 
and  heterosexism. 

What  was  missing,  according  to  the  maga¬ 
zine’s  founders,  was  a  “clear  analysis  of  the 
racist  superstructure  of  the  North  American 
nation-states,  the  U.S.  and  Canada,  and 
how  this  structure  undermined  lesbian, 
feminist,  gay  and  leftist  activism.”  Lesbian 
Resistance  will  explore  these  issues  and  con¬ 
tribute  to  the  development  of  a  specifically 
anti-racist/anti-white^supremacist  lesbian 
movement. 
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the  effects  of  DDI  when  taken  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  AZT.  The  third  trial  will  study  the 
results  of  DDI  taken  by  people  who  cannot 
tolerate  AZT.  About  2,600  people  with 
AIDS  or  ARC  (AIDS-related  complex)  will 
participate  in  the  trials.  Criteria  for  entrance 
in  to  the  trials  are  complicated  and  highly 
restrictive. 

People  who  do  not  qualify  for  the  above 
trials  may  be  able  to  receive  DDI  through 
two  other  programs.  After  the  Phase  1 
trials,  DDI  was  granted  Treatment  IND  (In¬ 
vestigation  New  Drug)  status  and  some  peo¬ 
ple  meeting  certain  criteria  might  qualify.  In 
addition,  there  will  also  be  “open  label  use” 
of  DDI  for  people  who  have  not  been  helped 
by  AZT. 

Although  all  of  these  approaches  are  con¬ 
sistent  with  the  parallel  track  concept,  (that 
is,  that  after  a  drug  passes  initial  safety 
checks  it  should  be  available  to  those  who 
do  not  qualify  for  formal  trials),  many  peo¬ 
ple  will  still  be  denied  access  to  DDL  AIDS 
Treatment  News  points  out  that  all  of  the 
criteria  for  entrance  into  the  above  trials  ex¬ 
clude  the  following  groups:  children  under 
12,  people  who  are  too  ill  to  pass  the  labora¬ 
tory  criteria  required,  persons  who  would  be 
on  AZT  except  that  they  need  ganciclovir  or 
other  incompatible  treatment;  persons  with 
ARC  who  are  failing  on  AZT  but  not  in¬ 
tolerant  to  it;  and  persons  who  cannot  af¬ 
ford  primary  care,  cannot  afford  a  physician 
willing  to  fill  out  the  required  forms,  or  can¬ 
not  afford  the  required  lab  tests. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Harvard  to  establish 
AIDS  information 
center 

CAMBRIDGE,  Mass.  —  Harvard  Uni¬ 
versity  recently  announced  that  it  will  set  up 
a  $38  million  information  clearinghouse 
for  AIDS  research.  The  facility  will  be  called 
the  “Statistical  and  Data  Analysis  Center 
for  the  AIDS  Clinical  Trials  Group”  and 
will  be  located  at  Harvard’s  School  of 
Public  Health,  according  to  the  Boston 
Globe. 

The  center  will  compile  information  from 
more  than  100  clinics  and  45  institutions 
across  the  U.S.  and  will  also  design  pro¬ 
posals  for  research  at  those  facilities.  The 
National  Institutes  of  Health  will  fund  the 
center  with  a  five-year  grant  of  about  $38.6 
million. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 

Information  on 
clinical  trial  criteria 
available 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Public  Health 
Service  has  added  two  new  AIDS-related 
databases  to  its  nationwide  computer 
system.  The  databases,  AIDSTRIALS  and 
AIDSDRUGS,  will  provide  information 
about  current  clinical  trials  of  new  drugs,  in¬ 
cluding  the  general  criteria  for  participating 
in  those  trials. 

The  new  databases  are  additions  to  the 
National  Library  of  Medicine’s  AIDSLINE 
which  was  established  in  1988.  Information 
available  through  the  databases  will  be  from 
the  Food  and  Drug  Administration  and  the 
National  Institute  of  Allergy  and  Infectious 
Diseases.  This  information  is  currently 
available  through  a  toll-free  number, 
1 -800-Trials- A,  but  some  may  desire  more 
direct  access  to  the  information. 

“While  many  will  find  it  handier  to  call 
the  toll-free  hotline  for  assistance,  “  said 
NLM  director  Donald  Lindbergh,  “others 
who  have  a  repeated  need  for  the  informa¬ 
tion,  such  as  physicians  and  community- 
based  AIDS  organizations,  will  now  have 
the  option  of  performing  their  own  searches 
directly,  online,  through  the  NLM  system.” 
The  system  will  operate  24  hours  a  day, 
seven  days  a  week. 

□  Kelly  Gaines 
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Treatment  News,  GMHC  Department  of 
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AIDS  Treatment  News,  Box  41 1256,  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  CA  94141 

PWA  Coalition  Newsline,  263A  West  19th 
Street,  Room  125,  New  York,  NY  10011 

Alert,  5300  Santa  Monica  Blvd.,  Suite  304,  Los 
Angeles,  CA  90029 

The  Body  Positive,  263 A  West  19th  Street, 
New  York,  NY  10011 


Rodney  Johnson  announces  unprecedented  lawsuit,  Sept.  28 

Lawsuit  filed  against 
gay-bashing  skinheads 

In  a  groundbreaking  case,  perpetrators  of  hate  crimes 
are  slapped  with  a  $20  million  civil  suit 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  In  what  is  believed 
to  be  the  first  civil  suit  against  members  of 
the  “skinhead”  movement,  a  gay  man  who 
was  viciously  attacked  is  asking  that  the 
100-year-old  Ku  Klux  Klan  Act  be  invoked. 
Rodney  Johnson  announced  the  unpreced¬ 
ented  $20  million  dollar  lawsuit  here  Sept. 
28  in  conjunction  with  representatives  from 
groups  working  to  combat  violence  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men. 

“Across  the  country,”  said  Paula  L. 
Ettelbrick  of  Lambda  Legal  Defense  and 
Education  Fund,  “skinheads  are  to  the  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  what  the  Ku  Klux 
Klan  was  to  the  Black  community.  We  ask 
the  court  to  review  the  [KKK]  Act,  which 
prohibits  two  or  more  people  from  conspir¬ 
ing  to  violate  the  civil  rights  of  another 
person.” 

The  legal  action  is  also  novel  in  two  other 
ways.  According  to  Ettelbrick,  it  marks  the 
first  time  that  someone  who  was  gay-bashed 
has  sued  members  of  an  organized  hate 
group  for  civil  damages.  She  added  that  the 
suit  also  names  three  of  the  skinheads’ 
parents,  charging  they  knew  about  their 
children’s  violent  activities  and  “encouraged 
or  failed  to  discourage”  their  children’s 
association  with  the  hate  group. 

In  the  suit,  Johnson  said  that  he  was 
brutally  beaten  last  year  near  the  popular 
“P  Street  Beach”  in  the  northwest  section 
here.  He  said  he  was  walking  home  at  5  a.m. 
through  a  well-lit  school  parking  lot  when  he 
encountered  a  group  of  skinheads  carrying 
baseball  bats.  The  suit  says  that  one  made  a 
“martial  arts  movement”  wielding  a  bat 
overhead  and  then  struck  Johnson  “with  all 
his  strength.”  Others  joined  in,  robbing 
Johnson  and  leaving  him  with  fractures  in 
his  skull,  ribs  and  shoulder.  While  recover¬ 
ing  in  the  hospital,  Johnson  also  developed 
pneumonia  and  a  high  fever. 

During  the  assault,  the  skinheads  yelled 
“Die,  faggot,  die,”  and  one  of  the  three 
named  in  the  suit,  Mark  Hyder,  told  The 
Washington  Post,  “I  have  a  hatred  for 
gays.”  Hyder,  who  has  been  indicted  for 
assault  with  intent  to  kill,  added  that  if 
Johnson  had  died,  “I  don’t  think  I  would 
have  felt  any  remorse  about  it.” 

Parents’  responsibility 

Seven  of  the  eight  skinheads  who  beat  up 
Johnson  were  minors  at  the  time  of  the  at¬ 
tack.  The  suit  says  that  Richard  Grimes, 
who  is  also  named  as  a  defendant,  was  aided 
by  his  parents  in  renting  an  apartment  to  be 
used  as  a  “crash  pad”  for  local  skinheads. 
In  order  to  obtain  rent  money,  Grimes  sug¬ 
gested  that  he  and  the  other  defendants 
“fuck  up  some  faggots.”  At  a  pre-trial  hear¬ 
ing  pending  criminal  actions,  an  assistant 
U.S.  attorney  quoted  Grimes  as  saying,  “So 
if  I’m  going  to  get  a  fag.  I’m  going  to 
kill  him.” 

“If  it  takes  till  these  youngsters  are  in 
their  thirties  to  recover  damages,  we  will 
wait.  We’re  not  afraid  of  their  age  or  their 
threats,  “  said  Linda  Delaney,  Johnson’s 
chief  counsel  here.  “If  ever  there  were  a  case 
where  one  could  get  punitive  damages,  this 


is  it,”  she  added  in  reference  to  D.C.  law 
which  requires  proof  of  malice. 

“This  complaint  alleges  that  the 
skinheads  paid  their  rent  and  purchased 
their  possessions  by  ripping  off  ‘faggots,’  ” 
said  Kevin  Berrill,  director  of  the  Anti- 
Violence  Project  of  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force.  “How  fitting  it  is  that 
Rod  —  and  by  extension  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  —  seeks  to  reclaim  not  only 
what  has  been  stolen,  but  also  demands 
reparation  for  the  suffering  they  have 
inflicted.” 

Skinhead  violence  on  the  rise 

Hyder*  disclaiming  any  association  with 
supremacist  groups,  said,  “The  whole  Nazi 
deal  is  giving  us  a  bad  name.”  But  Berrill 
countered  with,  “Although  local  skinheads 
claim  to  be  non-racist,  we  believe  that  peo¬ 
ple  who  hate  do  not  discriminate. 

“Just  last  year,”  he  said,  “more  than 
7,000  anti-gay  episodes  ranging  from 
harassment  to  homicide  were  reported  from 
across  the  U.S....  Skinhead  attacks  were  by 
far  the  most  numerous  and  brutal  of  all 
[anti-gay]  hate  group  incidents  documented. 
Organized  hate  groups  pose  an  unpreced¬ 
ented  and  growing  threat  to  our 
community.” 

Hate  crimes  and  skinhead  attacks  are 
widespread  in  many  communities.  A  con¬ 
sortium  of  groups,  Lambda,  NGLTF,  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Activists  Alliance,  the 
Center  for  Democratic  Renewal  (CDR),  and 
the  Anti-Defamation  League  of  B’nai 
B’rith,  are  supporting  Johnson  in  the  suit. 
These  groups  lobby  for  local,  state,  and 
federal  laws  to  require  the  collection  of  data 
on  hate-motivated  crimes.  The  Hate  Crimes 
Statistics  Act  was  overwhelmingly  passed  by 
the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  last  sum¬ 
mer  and  received  consideration  this  fall  by 
the  Senate,  where  the  act  has  54  sponsors. 

Othello  Poulard,  board  member  of  the 
Atlanta-based  CDR  (formerly  the  National 
Anti-Klan  Network),  said  his  group  “does 
not  believe  that  effective  measures  [such  as 
the  hate  crimes  bill]  to  curb  bigoted  violence 
can  be  adopted  which  do  not  include  vio¬ 
lence  against  gay  people.”  Poulard  said  that 
the  CDR  “wants  to  express  our  own 
solidarity  with  Mr.  Johnson.”  He  added, 
“The  attack  on  him  is  [not]  just  a  matter  of 
concern  for  gay  men  or  lesbians.  It  is  [one] 
for  all  justice-loving  people.” 

At  the  press  conference  announcing  the 
suit,  Johnson  said,  “It  is  hard  for  someone 
not  present  at  the  attack  to  comprehend  the 
incredible  hatred  these  gang  members  felt  — 
and  still  feel  —  toward  me.  I  am  completely 
disgusted  by  this  kind  of  group  violence. 

“I  still  have  certain  fears  to  put  behind 
me,”  he  said,  “[but]  I’m  grateful  we’re  all 
getting  together  on  this,  bringing  this  out  in 
the  open,  and  making  it  known  we’re  not 
going  to  tolerate  this  anymore. ”□ 


Getting  in  on  the  funding 
act 

Lesbian  and  gay  groups  confront  foundations  at  a 
historic  meeting  for  funding  rights 

By  Laura  Flanders 

NEW  YORK  —  Seven  years  of  efforts  by 
gay  men  and  lesbians  in  the  funding  world 
come  to  fruition  in  late  September  at  a 
historic  conference  for  grantmakers  that 
focused  on  gay  and  lesbian  issues.  Since 
1982,  the  Working  Group  on  Funding  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Issues  has  been  holding 
workshops  and  panels  at  the  National  Net¬ 
work  of  Grantmakers  Conference  and  The 
Council  on  Foundations,  the  nation’s  two 
major  foundation  gatherings.  In  past  years, 
the  gay  and  lesbian  session  has  been  con¬ 
signed  to  a  backroom  at  the  crack  of  dawn 
or  held  after  the  main  conference  has 
dispersed.  But  on  September  27  the  New 
York  Regional  Grantmakers  Association 
co-convened  with  the  Working  Group  to 
host  a  conference  specifically  for  the  staff  of 
New  York’s  major  private  and  corporate 
foundations  called:  “Embracing  Diversity: 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Issues  on  the  Philan¬ 
thropic  Agenda.” 

“We  expend  an  enormous  proportion  of 
our  resources  just  trying  to  keep  safe  and 
lead  our  lives  without  bothering  anyone,” 
said  Harvey  Fierstein  in  his  keynote  address 
to  more  than  50  attendees,  including  peo¬ 
ple  connected  with  such  established  sources 
as  the  Ford  Foundation,  the  Helena 
Rubenstein  Foundation  and  Chase  Manhat¬ 
tan  Bank.  “When  our  needs  are  filled,  we 
will  enrich,  I  promise  you,  all  culture,”  said 
Fierstein. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  need  places  where 
they  can  be  proud  and  safe,  said  Jewelle 
Gomez,  a  poet  and  author  who  is  a  staff  per¬ 
son  on  the  New  York  State  Council  of  the 
Arts.  “We  can  take  our  vision  out  there,  so 
that  our  visibility  becomes  more  natural  — 
to  ourselves  and  others,”  she  concluded. 

When  asked  how  they  would  spend  a  hy¬ 
pothetical  grant  of  a  million  dollars,  panel¬ 
lists  from  several  organizations  including 
the  Lambda  Legal  Defense  Fund,  the  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Anit-Violence  Project  and  the 
(New  York)  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community 
Center  focused  on  the  need  for  “a  substan¬ 
tial  infusion  of  funds”  into  gay  and  lesbian 
services.  Some  panelists  stressed  the  need 
for  investing  in  services  for  gay  and  lesbian 
youth,  and  in  building  leadership  within  the 
gay  community. 

Members  of  the  panel  sadly  agreed  that  it 
had  taken  the  AIDS  crisis  to  convince  most 
mainstream  foundations  that  gay  and  les- 

Suicide  cited 
cause  of  death  among 
young  gay  men  and  lesbians 

Dannemeyer  urges  Bush  to  “denounce”  gay  portions 
of  a  federal  report  on  youth  suicide 
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them  to  hide  and  to  hate  themselves.  We 
welcome  this  report  and  hope  it  will  lead  to 
action  that  will  save  lives.” 

In  his  paper,  Gibson  said  “the  root  prob¬ 
lem  of  gay  youth  suicide  is  a  society  that 
discriminates  against  and  stigmatizes  homo¬ 
sexuals  while  failing  to  recognize  that  a 
substantial  number  of  its  youth  has  a  gay  or 
lesbian  orientation.”  In  order  to  revise 
homophobic  attitudes  and  conduct,  Gibson 
urged  colleagues  in  the  “helping”  profes¬ 
sions,  religious  workers,  educators,  and 
parents  to  learn  more  about  the  problems 
faced  by  lesbian  and  gay  youth. 

Gibson  further  suggested  that  coroner 
reports  and  police  statistics  list  whether  sex¬ 
ual  orientation  was  a  factor  in  acts  of 
violence.  Ending  that  omission  might  help 
health  workers  limit  suicide  among 
adolescents  by  acknowledging  gay-related 
issues  during  therapy,  he  said.  And,  arguing 
that  fear  of  retribution  has  kept  adult  gay 
men  and  lesbians  from  coming  out  and  serv¬ 
ing  as  positive  role  models,  Gibson  also  call¬ 
ed  for  laws  against  homophobic  bias  at 
every  level. 

Joyce  Hunter,  a  social  worker  who  helps 
Continued  on  page  1 1 


By  John  Zeh 

WASHINGTON,  D.C.  —  Lesbian  and 
gay  young  people  who  take  their  own  lives 
account  for  30%  or  more  of  all  U.S. 
suicides,  according  to  San  Francisco 
psychotherapist  Paul  Gibson.  His  study  is 
one  of  only  two  about  young  gay  men  and 
lesbians  in  the  50-paper  “Report  of  the 
Health  and  Human  Services  Secretary’s 
Task  Force  on  Youth  Suicide”  released  last 
month. 

Rep.  William  Dannemeyer  (R-Calif.)  im¬ 
mediately  called  upon  President  George 
Bush  to  “affirm  traditional  family  values  by 
denouncing  the  portion  of  the  report  that 
deals  with  homosexuality.”  He  also  urged 
Dr.  James  Mason,  assistant  Health  and 
Human  Services  secretary,  “to  decide 
whether  he  will  side  with  traditional”  mores 
or  those  of  the  National  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Task  Force  (NGLTF). 

Gay  and  lesbian  youth  “overlooked” 

The  report  says  that  killing  oneself  is  the 
leading  cause  of  death  among  gay,  lesbian 
and  bisexual  youth,  said  Kevin  Berrill,  direc¬ 
tor  of  NGLTF’s  anti-violence  project.  “The 
increased  risk  of  suicide  facing  them  is  link¬ 
ed  to  growing  up  in  a  society  that  teaches 


bian  groups  exist  and  do  valuable  work. 
“AIDS  was  the  avenue  of  legitimacy  for 
many  of  our  organizations,”  said  Stoddard. 
But  Michael  Seltzer,  senior  consultant  with 
the  Conservation  Group  and  executive  dir¬ 
ector  of  a  group  called  Funders  Concerned 
About  AIDS,  an  affinity  group  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  of  Foundations,  added  an  ironic  perspec¬ 
tive.  He  speculated  that  although  the  crisis 
may  have  demonstrated  the  strength  of  the 
gay  community  and  validated  its  existence  to 
funding  organizations,  if  gay  and  lesbian 
groups  “had  received  financial  assistance 
ten  years  ago,  we  could  have  been  able  to 
respond  so  much  more  effectively.” 

Part  of  the  purpose  of  “Embracing  Di¬ 
versity”  was  to  get  funders  now  to  support 
not  just  AIDS  programs,  as  foundations 
have  been  keen  to  do  in  the  recent  past,  but 
to  fund  gay  and  lesbian  organizations  in  and 
of  themselves,  that  are  doing  survival  work 
that  goes  far  beyond  AIDS.  As  Fierstein  put 
it,  “Less  than  two  percent  of  the  gay  popula¬ 
tion  has  AIDS.  The  other  98  percent  have 
issues  too.” 

The  organizers  of  “Embracing  Diversity” 
hope  that  the  conference  will  stimulate 
foundation  staff  to  hold  similar  panels  for 
the  board  and  personnel  of  their  founda¬ 
tions.  “What  we  are  about  today,”  said 
Kathy  Acey,  who  is  one  of  the  co-conveners 
of  the  Working  Group  and  helped  put  to¬ 
gether  the  event,  “is  informing  ourselves 
about  the  problem  and  becoming  part  of  the 
solution.”  As  part  of  this  strategy,  the 
Astraea  Foundation  (a  fund  for  women) 
launched  a  National  Lesbian  Action  Fund 
this  year  geared  towards  educating  founda¬ 
tions  about  lesbian  issues,  and  training  les¬ 
bian  organizations  to  approach  funding 
sources  with  more  confidence. 

Acey  explained  that  just  as  foundation 
staff  have  a  struggle  ahead  of  them  in  con¬ 
vincing  their  trustees  that  gay  and  lesbian 
groups  need  money,  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  has  to  re-educate  itself  about 
funding  issues. 

“Lesbians  and  gay  men  are  part  of  the 
family,”  said  David  Wertheimer,  executive 
director  of  the  New  York  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Anti-Violence  Project.  “We  have  to  estab¬ 
lish  the  expectation  that  we  have  a  right  to 
state  and  tax  money.  If  grant  makers  are 
concerned  to  fund  communities  in  need  — 
we  have  a  right  to  a  seat  at  that  table.”  □ 

as  leading 
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GCN  Job  Openings: 
Art  Director 

Available  immediately.  Maintain  overall 
design  of  the  paper  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production  night. 
Design  centerspread  and  cover  graphics  (or 
assign  to  volunteer  artist),  as  well  as  weekly 
display  advertisements.  Work  with  Ad  Coor¬ 
dinator  and  Promotions  staff  on  income¬ 
generating  projects,  including  promo¬ 
tional/publicity  materials,  pamphlets  and  ad 
calls. 

Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specification,  paste-up, 
knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  production 
and  printing  techniques,  and  previous  related 
experience  preferred. 

Features  Editor 

Available  in  january  1 990.  Solicit  and  edit  ar¬ 
ticles  covering  cultural  and  political  issues  for 
the  features  section,  including  monthly  book 
supplements.  Provide  overall  direction  for 
features  pages. 

Qualifications:  Strong  editing,  copy  editing 
and  writing  skills.  Knowledge  of  issues  of  im¬ 
portance  to  diverse  communities.  Organiza¬ 
tional  skills  and  ability  to  work  under  deadline 
pressure. 

Deadline  for  application:  December  1 1 

All  GCN  positions  require  commitments  to 
lesbian/gay  liberation,  feminism,  and  anti¬ 
racism,  an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a 
commitment  to  collective  decision-making. 

Salary/Benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week 
and  include  health/life  insurance,  routine 
health  care  through  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four  weeks  paid 
vacation.  GCN  offers  staff  members  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flexibility  and 
ample  room  for  innovation. 

To  apply  for  either  position:  Please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  to: 

GCN  job  Search  Committee 

62  Berkeley  Street 

Boston,  M A  021 16 


“Community  Voices”  and  “Speaking  Out”  are 
parts  of  our  efforts  to  provide  a  true  forum  of 
opinion  for  the  community.  We  encourage  you 
to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments  to  us, 
and  to  respond  to  ideas  expressed  in  this  space. 
We  welcome  all  contributions  except  personal 
attacks.  Copies  of  letters  and  “Speaking  Out” 
contributions  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a 
space-available  basis.  GCN  reserves  the  right  to 
edit  letters  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions 
for  length  and  clarity,  in  consultation  with  the 
author.  The  opinions  expressed  are  those  of  the 
author  and  are  not  intended  to  represent  the 
views  of  the  GCN  membership. 

Letter  and  “Speaking  Out”  contributions  must 
be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE-SPACED.  Letters  can 
be  NO  LONGER  THAN  TWO  PAGES.  “Speak¬ 
ing  Out”  contributions  can  be  NO  LONGER 
THAN  FOUR  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices  or  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  62  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 

Listening  thoughtfully  to  all 
accounts  of  childhood  sexual 
experiences 

Dear  GCN: 

My  boyhood  neighborhood  was  a  night¬ 
time  cruising  area  for  gay  men.  Often  I’d  be 
the  target  of  sexual  comments  and  the  occa¬ 
sional  grope  while  walking  home  after  dark. 
As  a  result  of  this  treatment  I  have  always 
been  especially  sympathetic  to  women’s 
complaints  about  sexual  harassment.  The 
word  ‘objectified’  was  not  in  my  vocabulary 
at  that  time,  but  this  was  exactly  how  I  felt 
when  the  men  made  sucking  sounds  as  I 
walked  past  or  speculated  loudly  to  one 
another  about  the  size,  shape,  odor  or  flavor 
of  my  genitalia. 

When  I  was  a  young  teenaged  boy  I  was 
raped  by  a  stranger.  I  was  afraid  the  police 
would  not  believe  me  and  that  the  man 


would  retaliate  for  telling  on  him.  I  was  also 
afraid  of  my  parents’  and  peers’  reactions  so 
I  kept  my  silence.  In  the  1980’s  the  social 
climate  has  changed  such  that  this  molester 
could  not  operate  quite  so  blatantly.  Adults 
are  more  likely  now  to  believe  a  child’s  com¬ 
plaint  of  sexual  abuse. 

When  I  speak  nowadays  about  my 
negative  early  experiences,  I  receive  a  lot  of 
sympathy  and  support. 

The  earliest  sexual  encounter  of  my  life 
took  place  before  I  had  reached  puberty. 
The  man,  Steve,  was  known  to  me  and  was 
very  respectful  and  gentle.  He  made  sure 
that  he  had  my  full  consent  which  I  willingly 
gave.  The  sex  consisted  of  hand/genital  con¬ 
tact  with  me  taking  the  active  role.  This  was 
an  educational  experience  for  me  and  one 
which  I  look  back  on  with  nostalgia. 

At  age  thirteen  I  became  involved  with 
another  man,  whom  I  will  call  Sam,  in  a 
relationship  which  lasted  several  years.  The 
sex  in  this  case  took  the  form  of  cuddl¬ 
ing/touching  and  fellatio  of  me  by  him.  Sam 
usually  initiated  the  sex  but  occasionally  I 
did  as  well.  In  addition  to  the  sex,  Sam  and  I 
used  to  go  to  concerts  and  other  events.  It 
was  nice  to  have  a  friend  his  age  who  knew 
so  much  more  about  the  world  and  could  in¬ 
troduce  me  to  new  experiences. 

When  I  speak  nowadays  about  my 
positive  early  experiences,  I  receive  a  lot  of 
hostility  and  rejection. 

With  few  exceptions,  only  negative 
child/adult  sex  experiences  may  be  spoken 
about  or  published  these  days.  The  result  is 
an  unrealistic  picture  in  the  public  mind 
which  equates  all  such  acts  with  force  and 
harm.  This  half-true  perspective  leads  to  in¬ 
appropriate  overreactions  upon  discovery 
of  a  child  willingly  engaging  in  sex  with  an 
adult.  Such  overreactions  can  cause  tremen¬ 
dous  amounts  of  stress,  guilt,  and 
psychological  upset  to  the  child,  especially  if 
he  or  she  is  forced  to  testify  against  his  or 
her  friend  in  court.  The  child  may  lose  status 
with  his  or  her  peers,  and  the  relationship 
with  parents  can  become  very  strained  as 
well. 

We  need  to  listen  with  the  same 
thoughtfulness  and  respect  to  positive  ac¬ 
counts  as  we  now  do  to  negative  accounts. 
In  the  best  interests  of  children,  it  is  essential 
that  we  analyze  the  issue  of  pedophilia  with 
a  complete,  balanced  picture  at  our  disposal 
We  will  never  obtain  this  balanced  picture 
by  supporting  people  who  report  one  kind  of 
experience  while  trashing  those  who  report 
anything  different.  As  someone  who  had 
positive  as  well  as  abusive  chldhood  sexual 
contacts,  I  can  testify  that  the  personal  cost 
of  speaking  about  positive  experiences 
greatly  exceeds  that  for  speaking  about 
negative  experiences.  The  GCN  reader  reac¬ 
tions  to  Bill  Andriette’s  July  23  essay,  in 
which  he  discusses  his  pleasant  childhood 
sexual  contacts  with  adults,  is  a  case  in 
point.  Clearly,  if  Andriette  had  expressed  a 
uniformly  negative  view  of  his  youthful 
dalliances,  no  one  would  write  back  now  to 
accuse  him  of  delusion  and  conclude  that  he 
must  have  loved  every  minute  of  it. 

Sincerely, 

_  Schaun  Perry 

Denver,  Colo. 

Pro-life  gays  must  speak  out 

Dear  GCN: 

Recent  coverage  of  the  abortion  issue  in 
the  gay  press  suggests  an  increased  effort  to 
link  the  gay/lesbian  movement  with  “pro- 
choice”  efforts.  In  light  of  the  new  Supreme 
Court  decision  on  abortion  restrictions,  the 
response  has  been  nothing  less  than 
hysterical,  suggesting  that  all  will  be  lost  if 
the  pro-life  forces  can  halt  abortion-on- 
demand.  There  is  a  danger  in  connecting  the 
gay  rights  and  pro-abortion  causes  despite 
the  seemingly  compatible  and  mutually 
beneficial  nature  of  such  an  alliance. 

Abortion-on-demand,  if  permitted  to 
continue,  will  gradually  erode  respect  for 
the  sanctity  of  human  life.  If  society  permits 
the  destruction  of  a  fetus  for  purposes  of 
convenience,  it  can  apply  the  same 
utilitarian  approach  to  a  senior  citizen  or  a 
person  with  AIDS.  Abortions  have  been 
performed  on  the  basis  of  gender  selection, 
in  other  words,  genocide  against  female 
fetuses.  If  a  homosexual  orientation  is  in¬ 
deed  genetic,  then  many  gay  fetuses  will  pro¬ 
bably  be  aborted.  Proponents  of  public  fun¬ 
ding  of  abortion  often  use  subtle  racism  in 
suggesting  that  tax-funded  killing  is 
necessary  to  control  the  proliferation  of 
minorities. 

Despite  the  specious  arguments  that  legal 
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movement.  _  _ 

—Dan  Tsang 
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abortion  is  essential  to  protect  the  right  to 
privacy,  the  abortion  question  is  clearly 
distinguished  from  other  civil  rights  mat¬ 
ters.  Abortion  is  a  classic  example  of  con¬ 
flicting  rights,  the  right  of  a  woman  to  end  a 
pregnancy  versus  the  right  of  an  unborn 
child  to  survive.  Other  civil  rights  struggles 
have  not  involved  the  exercise  of  “rights”  at 
the  expense  of  human  lives.  The  right  to 
control  your  own  body  does  not  include  the 
right  to  willfully  transmit  AIDS  or  destroy 
human  life  for  the  sake  of  convenience. 

It  is  amazing  that  so  few  liberal  activists 
have  embraced  the  pro-life  cause.  To  defend 
the  rights  of  a  powerless  and  oppressed 
minority,  the  unborn  would  seem  to  be  the 
progressive  thing  to  do.  Pro-life  gays  should 
not  allow  themselves  to  be  silenced.  We 
must  speak  out.  Pro-life  organizations  such 
as  Feminists  for  Life  (811  E.  47th  Street, 
Kansas  City,  MO  64110)  and  National  Pro- 
Life  Democrats  (P.O.  Box  23467,  Min¬ 
neapolis,  MN  55423)  merit  our  support. 
Gays  and  lesbians  need  to  be  pro-life  since 
preserving  the  sanctity  of  human  life  is  far 
more  critical  than  the  flawed  analogies 
regarding  privacy  rights. 

Sincerely, 

_  Clint  Hatcher 

Lake  Worth,  Fla. 

Disservice  to  promote  contact 
with  prisoners 

Dear  GCN: 

I  think  you  are  doing  a  tremendous 
disservice  to  your  readers  by  promoting  con¬ 
tact  with  supposedly  gay  and  lesbian 

.  prisoners.  In  your  September  24-30  issue, 
(Vol.17  No. 11),  you  print  a  letter  from  an 
inmate  at  Angola  and  encourage  penpals  for 
prisoners  (and  publicity  of  all  things).  This  is 
completely  irresponsible  to  do  without  cau¬ 
tioning  your  readers  against  inmate  scams. 
At  Angola  alone,  gay  men  have  been  bilked 
of  thousands  of  dollars.  The  “gay” 
prisoners  are  not  gay,  but  highly  successful 
con  artists  and  blackmailers. 

There  "have  been  several  articles  in  the 
Times /Picayune /States  Item  about  this. 
Even  The  Advocate  had  a  suprisingly  well- 
written  article  about  it  lately.  I  am  enclosing 
an  article  from  the  newspaper  today.  I  think 
that  you  should  read  it  and  investigate  the 
situation.  Hopefully,  you  will  take  some 
sort  of  action  to  warn  your  readers  about  in¬ 
mate  scams.  I  am  not  advocating  that  we 
should  cut  ourselves  off  from  our  lesbian 
sisters  and  gay  brothers  in  prison.  However, 

I  am  advocating  that  a  responsible 
newspaper  such  as  GCN  has  a  duty  to  its 
readers  to  provide  all  the  facts  with  respect 
to  corresponding  with  prisoners. 

I  have  enjoyed  my  subscription  to  GCN 
tremendously.  As  a  gay  law  student  here  in 
New  Orleans,  I  appreciate  getting  news  of 
interest  to  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 
Nevertheless,  I  strongly  believe  that  this  is 
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GCN  Internships 


Students:  —  GCN  has  internships!  Come  gain 
experience  in  journalism  and  non-profit  ad¬ 
ministration. 

Internships  may  focus  on  one  or  more  of  the 
following  areas,  depending  on  the  intern’s  skills 
and  interests:  local  and  national  reporting, 
features  and  book  review  writing,  layout/produc¬ 
tion,  illustration/graphics,  photography,  market¬ 
ing/ad  sales,  events  organizing,  fundraising,  grant 
writing,  prisoner  support,  calendar  coordination, 
tape  transcribing,  proofreading,  and  typesetting, 
among  other  projects. 

The  most  important  qualification  for  intern¬ 
ships  is  a  commitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation. 
Other  qualification  requirements  are  specific  to 
the  type  of  internship;  we  are,  however,  willing 
to  train.  Internships  are  available  for  fall  or  spring 
semesters,  as  well  as  for  winter  break  and  summer 
term.  No  pay  is  available,  but  work  study  and/or 
course  credit  may  be  arranged.  GCN  offers  all  in¬ 
terns  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs,  with  flex¬ 
ibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation.  Deadlines 
for  application  are  not  fixed. 

Please  send  letter  of  interest  and  resume  (or 
description  of  work  experiences  and  community 
involvement)  to:  Natalie  Diffloth,  Coordinating 
Editor,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St., 
Boston,  MA  02116. 
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also  important  news  which  you  should 
repeat  along  with  your  exhortations  to  your 
readers  to  correspond  with  prisoners. 

Sincerely  yours, 

_  T.  Jeffery  Gregoire 

New  Orleans,  La. 

AIDS  infighting 

Dear  GCN: 

I  am  enraged  at  the  growing  sentiment 
that  the  gay  white  middle  class  is  taking 
money  from  people  of  color  in  the  disburse¬ 
ment  of  funding  for  AIDS  services  in 
Boston  and  elsewhere. 

The  fact  is  that  people  of  color  are  not  us¬ 
ing  these  facilities  because  of  the  large 
number  of  gay  clients:  they  are  afraid  some¬ 
one  will  think  they  are  gay.  This  is  blatant 
prejudice.  I  say:  SHAME  ON  YOU!  AIDS 
does  not  discriminate. 

The  mobilization  against  AIDS  was  set  up 
by  the  gay  community  because  no  one  else 
would  do  it.  Now  the  disease  is  affecting 
large  numbers  of  people  who  are  not  gay, 
and  people  of  color  refuse  to  use  existing 
services.  This  is  because  of  their  own  pre¬ 
judice. 

The  services  of  the  AIDS  Action  Commit¬ 
tee,  the  Boston  Living  Center  and  the  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center  are  open  to 
everyone;  the  idea  of  a  black  or  hispanic  or 
women’s  or  “straight”  AIDS  service  center 
is  prejudiced  at  its  core.  If  money  is  taken 
from  existing  services  to  benefit  one  minori¬ 
ty,  that  money  goes  to  a  single  community 
instead  of  to  all  people  affected  by  AIDS. 
Technical  assistance,  peer  support,  and  staff 
are  already  set  up  in  existing  organizations. 
People  of  color  should  use  these  resources  to 
meet  the  needs  of  their  communities.  There 
is  not  enough  money  available  to  run  five 
service  centers  for  the  same  purpose;  we 
must  learn  to  work  together  around  our  dif¬ 
ferences  as  one  community  against  AIDS. 
_  Stephen  Carter 

Jamaica  Plain,  Mass. 

Catch  you  on  Oprah  explaining 
why  you  are  celibate! 

Dear  GCN:  - 

Can  you  believe  it?  It’s  been  a  whole  year 
since  I  wrote  last.  Do  you  realize  that  for  the 
average  prisoner  reading  this  letter,  it  has 
also  been  a  year’s  worth  of  enjoying  free 
GCNs?  Oh,  and  not  to  forget  a  year’s  worth 
of  opportunity  to  place  free  penpal  ads. 

There  is  not  one  other  publication  or 
organization  I’ve  found  who’ll  give  gay  & 
lesbian  prisoners  so  much  as  the  time  of  day, 
let  alone  try  to  understand  the  real  deal,  and 
accept  us  for  whom  we  are,  or  just  plain 
cares.  To  the  others  we  aren’t  even  a  dead 
corpse,  because  we  don’t  even  exist.  Think 
I’m  lying?  Girlfriend,  write  some  letters  and 
bet  your  love  ‘no  sex’  until  you  get  a 
response.  Then  I’ll  catch  you  on  Oprah  ex¬ 
plaining  why  you  are  celibate.  Seriously! 

Which  is  why  last  year  I  wrote  asking  all 
my  incarcerated  brothers  and  sisters  to  join 
me  in  an  annual  experience  of  returning  in 
some  way  the  care  we  have  received  from 
GCN.  Sure  our  options  are  limited,  but 
there  are  a  couple  of  ways  that  come  to 
mind.  One  is  to  keep  you  eyes  peeled  in  your 
local  newspapers  for  gay  related  news  and 
clip  it  out  and  send  it  to  GCN.  That’s  where 
they  get  a  lot  of  their  leads  on  stories.  Jot 
down  the  date  and  name  of  the  paper  on  the 
article  that  you  clip. 

A  second  way  is,  say,  around  the  last  Sun¬ 
day  of  Nov.  (each  year)  anyone  who  receives 
a  free  sub  or  uses  the  free  penpal  ad  space 
hustles  up  $2  in  stamps  or  cash  and  mail  it  to 
GCN  to  support  a  good  organization  and 
say  thank  you. 

Now  I  am  in  here  and  I  know  how  much 
$2  can  be  in  the  penitentiary  market.  Like 
most  of  you  I  never  receive  any  money  from 
the  streets.  Never  the  less,  when  you  really 
view  all  GCN  gives  us,  you  realize  their  time 
and  efforts  and  expense  make  $2  seem  very 
small.  Drawing  up  some  envelopes,  washing 
some  clothes,  cleaning  some  cell  or  whatever 
you  do  to  get  by.  November  is  far  enough 
away  that  we  know  $2  can  be  accomplished. 

Let’s  treat  people  like  they  tregt  us! 

Stay  chilly  and  strong, 

■  Kristy  Crunk 

Jackson,  NC 


SPEAKING  OUT 


Put  ‘Anti’  back  in  the 
Anti- Defamation  League 


.GCN  received  a  copy  of  the  following 
speech  given  at  a  rally  at  Marsh  Plaza, 
Boston  University,  on  Monday,  September 
25,  protesting  an  award  given  by  the  New 
England  Office  of  the  Anti-Defamation  of 
B’nai  B’rith  to  John  Silber,  President  of 
Boston  University. 

By  Warren  Blumenfeld 

Welcome.  I’m  Warren  Blumenfeld,  Coor¬ 
dinator  of  the  Committee  to  Fight  Bigotry  in 
All  Its  Forms  —  a  group  of  concerned 
citizens  who  have  come  together  to  voice 
their  opposition  to  the  granting  of  the  New 
England  Office  of  the  Anti-Defamation 
League’s  (ADL)  Distinguished  Public  Ser¬ 
vice  Award  to  John  Silber,  President  of 
Boston  University  (B.U.). 

For  some  of  us,  this  is  the  second  year  in  a 
row  we  have  come  together.  Last  year  the 
ADL  granted  the  Abraham  Heschel  Inter¬ 
faith  Relations  award  to  Bernard  Cardinal 
Law.  While  it  can  be  argued  that  Law  is 
helping  to  improve  relations  between  Jews 
and  Catholics,  we  protested  last  year  the 
granting  of  an  award  to  a  person  who  is 
bigoted  against  gays,  lesbians,  and  bisexuals 
and  has  consistently  lobbied  to  defeat  the 
Massachusetts  Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights  Bill, 
opposes  equality  for  women  in  church  and 
society,  is  a  staunch  foe  of  women’s  rights  to 
control  their  own  bodies,  and  opposes  com¬ 
prehensive  AIDS  education. 

This  year  the  ADL  has  made  another  in¬ 
appropriate  and  misguided  decision  by 
choosing  John  Silber  for  its  Distinguished 
Public  Service  Award.  The  question  I  pose 
to  the  ADL  is,  “Which  public  is  he  pro¬ 
viding  distinguished  service  to?” 

Is  he  giving  distinguished  public  service  to 
gays,  lesbians,  and  bisexuals?  NO.  Silber 
has  consistently  refused  to  add  “sexual 
orientation”  to  protect  these  groups  in  areas 
of  University  hiring  and  admissions  policies 
and  on  numerous  occasions  has  made 
defamatory  remarks  against  these  groups. 

Is  he  giving  distinguished  public  service  to 
women?  No.  On  numerous  occasions  he  has 
been  charged  with  sex  discrimination  in  de¬ 
nying  tenure  to  women  professors  at  Boston 
University  and  he  was  found  guilty  in 
Federal  Court  in  1987  in  a  case  involving  a 
member  of  the  B.U.  English  Department.  In 
a  Boston  Globe  article  he  accused  working 
women  with  causing  the  “disarray”  of  the 
traditional  American  family.  He  outraged 
all  of  us  with  his  statement  that  “there  is  no 
such  thing  as  date  rape.”  And  he  opposes  a 
woman’s  right  of  choice  in  issues  surroun¬ 
ding  abortion. 

Is  he  giving  distinguished  public  service  to 
working  people?  No.  He  is  a  union  buster 
from  way  back.  He  won  a  court  ruling  which 
effectively  decertified  the  B.U.  chapter  of 
the  American  Association  of  University 
Professors  and  has  consistently  opposed 
District  65,  the  union  representing  clerical 
and  technical  staff.  He  was  found  guilty  of 
unfair  labor  practices  by  the  National  Labor 
Relations  Board  for  his  treatment  of 
workers  at  the  B.U.  Health  Clinic. 

Is  he  giving  distinguished  public  service  to 
people  concerned  with  world  peace?  No.  As 
a  member  of  President  Reagan’s  12-member 
Kissinger  Commission  on  Central  America, 
he  supported  massive  aid  to  the  contra 
rebels  whose  sole  purpose  is  to  overthrow 
the  Sandinista  government  in  Nicaragua, 
and  he  refuses  to  fully  divest  University 
stock  in  American  companies  which  do 
business  in  South  Africa. 

Is  he  giving  distinguished  public  service  to 
students?  No.  He  was  taken  to  task  for 
threatening  to  expel  students  for  displaying 
anti-apartheid  banners  in  their  dorm  rooms. 

Is  he  giving  distinguished  public  service  to 
people  concerned  with  stopping  the  spread 


of  HIV  infection?  No.  He  will  not  permit 
condom  machines  to  be  placed  on  the  B.U. 
campus  and  has  called  safer  sex  campaigns 
which  emphasize  the  use  of  condoms  to  slow 
the  spread  of  AIDS  as  “immoral,  with  no 
merit  whatsoever.  You  don’t  say  ‘Robbery 
is  wrong’  and  then  turn  around  and  say  ‘but 
we  have  this  handy-dandy  burglary  kit 
available  if  you  want  one.’  ” 

Words  like  this  contribute  to  needless 
death  in  the  age  of  AIDS.  Instead,  I  am 
reminded  of  an  old  Jewish  expression, 
“L’Chaim:  To  Life”  “L’Chaim:  To  Life.” 

The  ADL  is  an  organization  which  main¬ 
tains  in  an  announcement  over  the  radio 
that  it  is  dedicated  to  “combating  all  forms 
of  bigotry.”  If  that  is  the  case,  how  can  they 
grant  awards  to  Cardinal  Law  and  John 
Silber?  By  placing  this  radio  announcement, 
the  New  England  Office  of  the  ADL  is 
engaging  in  deceptive  advertising. 

Why  does  the  ADL  refuse  to  endorse  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Rights  Bill  currently  in  the 
Massachusetts  legislature?  They  say  they 
must  first  go  through  a  “process”  before 
they  can  endorse  the  bill.  Well,  it’s  been  17 
years  since  the  bill  has  been  up  for  a  vote. 
How  much  longer  will  this  “process”  take? 

Why  do  they  refuse  to  include 
homophobia  in  their  “World  of 
Difference”  campaign,  a  school-based  cur¬ 
riculum  to  end  prejudice?  They  claim  that 
“just  because  we  don’t  include  it,  doesn’t 
mean  we  exclude  it.”  Well,  I  say, 
“Silence  =  Death,  Silence  =  Death.  ’ ’ 

I  am  proud  to  be  gay,  and  proud  to  be  a 
Jew.  But  today,  I  am  not  proud  of  the  ADL. 
Jews  and  gays  are  natural  allies,  but  the 
ADL  refuses  to  acknowledge  this. 

In  the  Jewish  religion,  a  person  is  named 
after  a  deceased  relative.  I  was  named  after 
my  Polish  great-grandfather,  Wolf  Mahler, 
who  was  slaughtered  with  my  great¬ 
grandmother  and  10  of  their  children  at 
Auschwitz.  They  were  killed  along  with  gays 
and  others  the  state  considered  disposable. 
They  saw  first  hand  the  links  between  anti- 
Semitism,  racism,  ethnic  bigotry,  and 
homophobia.  WHY  WON’T  THE  ADL? 

Martin  Luther  King,  behind  whose 
memorial  statue  we  stand  today,  saw  the 
connections  between  all  forms  of  oppres¬ 
sion.  WHY  WON’T  THE  ADL? 

People  in  this  crowd  understand  fully  the 
links  between  the  forms  of  bigotry.  WHY 
WON’T  THE  ADL? 

It  grieves  me  to  have  to  be  here  today  pro¬ 
testing  for  the  second  time  in  as  many  years 
the  granting  of  a  prestigious  award  by  the 
ADL  to  a  man  who  has  offended  so  many 
segments  of  the  community. 

Soon  the  Jewish  New  Year  will  be  ap¬ 
proaching.  It  is  a  time  to  take  stock  of  the 
past  year  and  to  look  forward  to  a  new  day. 

I  urge  the  leadership  of  the  ADL  to  take 
stock  of  its  current  course  in  the  hope  that  it 
will  get  back  on  track  in  its  mission  to  “com¬ 
bat  bigotry  in  ALL  its  forms.”  I  urge  future 
awards  to  be  given  solely  on  merit,  rather 
than  oWV  Ve?ipient*1 '  abili^’rb  attract 
wealthy  donors.'  Anything  else  is  a  corrup¬ 
tion  of  the  award-giving  process. 

I  urge  all  of  you  after  this  rally  today  to 
contact  the  ADL  and  register  your  disap¬ 
proval  of  what  they  have  done.  Write  to  the 
ADL  at  1  Lincoln  Plaza  in  Boston,  021 1 1,  or 
call  617-330-9696. 

Tell  the  ADL  to  put  “Anti-”  back  in  the 
Anti-Defamation  League. 

In  closing,  I  say  to  the  ADL,  “Join  us  in 
coalition.”  Thank  you. 

Blumenfeld  is  co-author  of  the  book  Look¬ 
ing  at  Gay  and  Lesbian  Life  and  co- 
producer  of  the  documentary  film  Pink 
Triangles:  A  Study  of  Prejudice  against  Les¬ 
bians  and  Gay  Males. 


What  any  girl  would  do 

Dear  GCN: 

Well,  I’m  locked  up  again.  This  ‘dude’ 
came  up  to  my  ‘room’  (cell!)  and  told  me  he 
was  going  to  fuck  me.  I  told  him  ‘Oh,  yeah?’ 
And  he  came  into  my  room.  So  I  (naturally) 
did  what  any  girl  would  do.  I  broke  his  jaw! 
He  had  to  see  the  doctor  and  he  told  them  a 
reverse  scenario.  You  understand... 

Luckily,  I  wasn’t  written  up,  but  they  put 
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me  in  lock-down  and  told  me  I’d  most  likely 
stay  here  until  I  leave  this  institution. 

I  don’t  believe  in  violence,  or  rape!  Must 
gays  constantly  be  abused?  Some  people 
just  can’t  stand  it  when  they  see  others  com¬ 
ing  out  of  the  closet  and  being  honest  about 
themselves. 

Jim  Magner 
38670-019 

_  Box  4000 

■  Springfield,  MO  65808 
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A  patchwork  of  names  on 
Home  Box  Office 

Common  Threads  film  benefits  The  NAMES  Project 


Common  Threads:  Stories  from  the  Quilt. 

Directed  by  Robert  Epstein  and  Jeffrey  Friedman. 
Narration  by  Dustin  Hoffman.  Music  by  Bobby 
McFerrin.  Playdates  on  Home  Box  Office  through 
November  5. 

By  John  Zeh 

f  f  I  would  like  to  believe  that  con¬ 


sciousness  is  eternal  and  in  some 
form  or  another,  we  always  exist,” 
says  film  historian,  PWA,  and  AIDS  activist 
Vito  Russo  in  the  new  film  about  the 
NAMES  Project  Quilt.  ‘‘[But]  I  don’t  think 
so.  Intellectually  I  don’t  buy  it.  I  just  think 
when  you’re  dead,  you’re  dead.  That’s  why 
it’s  so  important  to  do  something  while 
you’re  here,  because  this  is  the  only  shot  you 
get.” 

Russo’s  relationship  with  his  late  lover 
and  his  decision  to  “spend  most  of  my  time 
left  educating  people  [and] 
ea  getting  arrested”  is  one  of 

5^3  the  “common  threads”  in 

the  film  directed  by  Robert  Epstein  and 
Jeffrey  Friedman.  (Epstein  won  an 
Academy  Award  in  1985  for  The  Times  of 
Harvey  Milk.)  The  film  also  examines  the 
lives  and  deaths  of  Gay  Games  founder  and 
former  Olympic  decathlon  star  Tom  Wad¬ 
dell,  a  gay  military  officer,  an  IV  drug  user, 
and  a  boy  with  hemophilia.  It  focuses  on 
how  their  partners,  families  and  friends 
managed  grief  by  becoming  involved  with 
the  Quilt. 

Common  Threads:  Stories  from  the 
Quilt ,  which  will  benefit  the  NAMES  Pro¬ 
ject,  premiered  in  Washington,  D.C.  during 
the  third  and  final  display  of  the  entire  Quilt 
and  will  play  on  HBO  through  November  5. 
Financed  by  federal  and  California  humani¬ 
ties  programs  and  by  HBO,  the  compelling 


‘Next’ 


Continued  from  page  I 

say,”  staff  writer  Nina  Reyes  told  GCN,  “is 
that  we  got  fucked.  We’ve  been  so  com¬ 
pletely  screwed.”  Referring  to  the  short 
notice  of  their  termination  —  less  than  the 
standard  two-week  minimum  —  Reyes  said, 
“It’s  like...  the  dark  ages;  it’s  bad  business. 
That’s  what  you  do  with  slaves,  not  with 
employees.” 

The  staff  consists  of  a  full-time  editor, 
Gessen;  one  full-time  writer,  Nina  Reyes; 
and  half-time  writer  Michael  McGuire,  who 
split  time  between  NEXT  and  Provincetown 
Magazine.  The  art  director,  graphic  artist, 
writer,  technician,  copy  editor,  and  office 
manager  were  all  part  of  a  joint  staff  shared 
by  the  two  magazines.  However,  since  Pro¬ 
vincetown  Magazine  essentially  closes  down 
during  the  winter,  “everybody  got 
screwed,”  Gessen  stated. 

Staff  who  live  on  Cape  Cod,  a  major  sum¬ 
mer  vacation  area,  are  particularly  concern¬ 
ed  about  the  lack  of  job  opportunities  dur¬ 
ing  the  winter.  “There  simply  isn’t 
anything,”  remarked  office  manager  Liz 
Adler.  Adler  said  her  husband  is  sick,  and 
they  have  no  interest  in  moving  after  20 
years  on  ,  the  Cape.  “I’m  in  semi-dire 
straits.” 

While  most  of  the  staff  are  angry  at  the 
short  notice  of  their  loss  of  jobs,  most 
acknowledge  the  business  has  “never  had 
strong  footing,”  as  Gessen  put  it.  Gessen 
and  staff  writers  Reyes  and  McGuire  blame 
poor  management,  as  well  as  the  weak 
business  season  of  the  Cape  this  summer. 
Income  from  advertisements  in  NEAT  and 
Provincetown  Magazine  suffered,  and 
NEXT  “rode  on  the  back  of”  the  more 
financially  secure  Provincetown  Magazine , 
according  to  Gessen. 

“It’s  been  a  very  bad  business.  It  was 
poorly  managed,”  Reyes  commented. 
Gessen  recounted  two  occasions  when 
Chefetz  got  rid  of  staff  members  after  hiring 
them  only  weeks  earlier.  At  both  times  he 
cited  financial  problems,  but  Gessen  main¬ 
tains  that  Chefetz  should  have  realized  his 
financial  limitations  before  he  hired  them. 

Staff  members  cite  rumors  that  NEXT 
still  has  $100  thousand  in  uncollected  in¬ 
come,  but  office  manager  Liz  Adler  dis¬ 
counted  seeing  the  money.  “It’s  very  well  to 
say...  more  money  is  owed  us  than  we  owe, 
but  as  to  whether  you’ll  ever  see  it,  or  when 
you’ll  see  it  [is  another  matter].  And  mean¬ 
while,  you  have  to  pay  out  thousands  of 
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GET  STUFFED! 

the  FRIDAY  NIGHT  STUFFING  PARTY 

Each  and  every  Friday  Night  at 

"GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS"' 

62  Berkeley  Street 


documentary  opens  with  a  montage  of 
children’s  faces  and  newscasts  noting  Rock 
Hudson’s  death  and  another  man  who 
“died  of  red  tape.”  Home  movies,  snap¬ 
shots  and  amateur  videos  recount  the  strug¬ 
gles  of  PWAs  as  flashbacks  trace  the  death 
toll  since  1981. 

Russo  appears  in  an  ACT  UP  protest  in 
Manhattan,  charging  the  government  with 
criminal  negligence.  Waddell  is  portrayed  as 
caring  and  generous  by  Sara  Lewinstein,  a 
lesbian  who  had  a  child  with  him.  She  re¬ 
members  his  playful  competitiveness  and 
joy  of  fatherhood. 

Navy  commander  Tracy  Torrey  talks 
about  his  own  diagnosis  with  AIDS  and  the 
last  time  he  wheeled  his  lover,  landscape 
architect  David  Campbell,  into  an  emergen¬ 
cy  room.  Torrey  died  several  weeks  after  his 
interview  was  completed. 

Cleveland’s  Sallie  Perryman  tells  of  help¬ 
ing  her  husband  Robert  for  five  years  as  he 
tried  to  kick  his  IV  drug  habit,  and  of  how 
he  finally  succeeded  after  the  birth  of  their 
daughter.  She  talks  about  testing  positive 
for  HIV  herself  and  her  determination  not 
to  get  sick. 

Suzi  and  David  Mandell  speak  about  their 
son  David,  who  had  hemophilia.  David  Jr., 
enjoyed  a  two-way  video  hook-up  with  TV 
star  Alf  before  his  death  at  age  12. 

Urging  faster  testing  of  drugs  to  combat 
AIDS,  Russo  says,  “If  it’s  another  ten 
minutes  or  ten  years,  I’m  going  to  spend  my 
time  agitating  for  change.  I  don’t  want  a 
quilt  with  my  name  on  it  in  front  of  the 
White  House  next  year.”  Common 
Threads,  which  is  expected  to  be  released  on 
videocassette  after  playing  on  HBO,  is  a 
powerful  new  tool  to  spread  that  message. 

□ 

dollars  in  salaries.” 

Boston  and  Provincetown  readers  also  ex¬ 
pressed  regrets  over  the  paper’s  demise.  Don 
Gorton  of  the  Boston  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Political  Alliance  commented  on  the  high 
quality  journalism  of  NEXT.  “It’s  a  terrific 
loss  to  our  community.  NEXT  was  really 
useful  in  the  analysis  it  did.  They  covered 
the  local  community  with... depth  and 
thoroughness.  They  were  also  a  courageous 
voice  in  Provincetown...  speaking  out  for 
first  amendment”  rights  during  the 
“Legalize  butt  fucking/clit  licking”  sign 
controversy. 

ACT  OUT  activist  David  Hamburger 
reiterated  Gorton’s  sentiment.  “It  was  a 
very  good  paper,  with  very  good  politics, 
that  was  accessible  to  a  lot  of  people. . .  I  just 
hope  something  comes  along  to  replace  it.” 

Staff  writer  McGuire  commented  on  the 
responses  he  has  been  hearing.  “It  is  cold 
comfort,  but  every  time  someone  knows 
[about  NEXT’S  closing],  we  get  complete 
commiseration...  that  the  magazine  was  im¬ 
portant  to  people.” 

“I  feel  convinced  for  myself  that  NEXT 
or  a  magazine  like  NEXT  could  have  surviv¬ 
ed  in  Boston  in  1989,”  Gessen  said. 
“Perhaps  managed  differently,  perhaps 
presented  differently,  although  not 
necessarily.” 

Gessen  and  Reyes  are  currently  assessing 
funding  sources  as  they  consider  starting  a 
news  magazine  of  their  own.  There  is 
“definitely  staff  consensus  that  [they] 
would  want  to  participate  in  something  in 
Boston”  Gessen  stated.  “It  could  be 
something  like  NEXT,  [or]  different.  I 
don’t  even  know  if  it  would  be  for  profit  [or 
not].” 

Reyes  commented  on  Chefetz’s 
publishing  equipment  and  future,  “I 
wouldn’t...  be  surprised  if  Gary  wanted  to 
do  some  other  type  of  publication  —  [like]  a 
bar  rag.”Q 


For  the  record 

GCN  thanks  Mara  Math  for  her  assistance  in 
publishing  the  fiction  piece  and  accompanying  talk 
by  Danish  writer  Bente  Clod,  which  appeared  in  last 
week's  “New  Fiction"  centerspread. 

A  photograph  of  Rodger  Pettyjohn  in  the  PWA 
Journals,  September  10,  1989,  should  have  been 
credited  to  Jim  Wigler/from  the  “Faces  of  AIDS.” 

Our  appologies  to  Math,  Wigler  and  our  readers 
for  these  oversights. 
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LYNNE  S.  BRANDON,  PH.D. 

FINANCIAL  MANAGEMENT 

57  CAMERON  AVE.  •  SOMERVILLE,  MA  02144  •  617-776-5866 


LONG  RANGE  PLANNING,  STATE  CONTRACTING, 
BUDGETING,  STAFF  TRAINING  &  SUPERVISION, 
CONVERSION  TO  COMPUTERIZED  SYSTEMS 


^  V i  & 

[>  f  C^clSllclI,  vT 

Elegant  Accommodation 
for  Women 

A  home  of  Victoriana  and  wicker  offering 


•  10  rooms,  each  with 
AC  and  private  bath 

•  Pool 

•  Private  parking 


24  hour  desk/security 
Continental  breakfast 
Airport  pickup  by 
arrangemei  u 


707  TRUMAN  AVE.,  KEY  WEST,  FL  33040  (305)  296-2211 


Annapurna  Concerts  presents: 


LIBANA 


TENTH  ANNIVERSARY 
&  ALBUM  RELEASE 
GALA  CELEBRATION! 


Prom  he  It 

women  of  Libana  intertwine  the 
saptlv  ms 

of  the  world's  women. 


S.9t.  Oct.  28  8:00pm 

T ickets:  $1 2.50  gen.  admission  ($1 4750 

day  of  show)  (Call  for  info  on  lo-income  tix) 
Available  at:  New  Words,  Arborway  Video 
Out  of  Town  Tkts,  Somerville  Theatre,  Con¬ 
cert  Charge  497-1 11 8.  Info#:  524-6698. 

Somerville  Theatre 


FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY  EDITION 


THE  BEST  OF 
FORBIDDEN 
BROADWAY 

TWO  WEEK 
ONLY 

OCT.  23 
NOV.  5 


Gornigo 

at  Salem 
Pickering  Wharf 
Salem,  Mass.  01970 
(508)  745-0552 

Magick  in  the  Scottish  Celtic  tradition 
Oils,  brews,  incense,  herbs, 
Tarot  cards,  craft  bric-a-brac 
Daily  10am -6pm,  Fri.  10am -8pm 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

15 ,  Years  of  Gay  Affirmative 
Counseling  for  the 
Community 


Phone 
(6!  7) 
266-20 


69 


42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


Relationships  Can 
Be  Confusing 

When  intimacy  frightens  you 
. .  .when  you  don’t  feel 
desirable. .  .when  you  think 
you  might  be  gay. .  .when 
you’re  afraid  of  getting  hurt. 
It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 

South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


357-8384 


THF  TCRP^C6  ROOM  M  TH€  BOSTON  PNJK  PlfcZf. 


J 


:OREX- 
ceptional 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 


Honolulu... 

Miami . 

San  Juan... 
Barbados... 

Aruba . 

St.  Marteen 


...$199  OW 

. $99  OW 

$95.75  OW 
..$133  OW 
..$133  OW 
...$133  OW 


Each  way  based  on  a  round 
trip.  Tax  not  included. 


FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 


482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 


(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


Call  now  for  LIVE  ACTION.* 


1*900*999*8500 

_ (95«  1st  alnt* 


50<  earii  additional  minute) 

Hear  Hot  Messages  &  leave  answer  in 
privacy  on  our  new  Electronic  Mail  Box! 

1  -900-234-2345 


Sink  your  teeth  into 

FOR-PLAY  1990 


An  erotic  calendar  for  lesbians 


Order  your  FOR-PLAY  now! 

$14.95  (price  includes  postage  &  handling) 
Please  send  check  or  money  order  to: 
Phantasia  Publications 
2  Vernon  St. 

Medford,  MA  02155 


A  more  introspective 
Holly  Near  sings  about 
death 


Near's  evocative  Sky  Dances  plus  Karen  Beth's  womanly 
To  Each  One  of  Us 


Karen  Beth 


Sky  Dances.  By  Holly  Near.  Redwood  Records, 
1989. 

To  Each  One  of  Us.  By  Karen  Beth.  Stardance, 
1989. 


By  Caroline  Foty 

Once  upon  a  time,  a  friend  of  a  friend 
cast  Holly  Near’s  horoscope.  She 
reported  that  all  of  Holy’s  planets  lay 
in  the  half  of  the  chart  that  represents  rela¬ 
tionships  with  the  outer  world,  leaving  emp¬ 
ty  the  half  that  represents  the  inner  self.  She 
found  this  consistent  with  the  way  that  Hol¬ 
ly  has  passionately  involved  herself  in 
politics,  singing  to  us  less  about  her  own 
heart  than  about  the  meanings  of  the  world. 

In  other  words  what  some  cynics  might 
dismiss  as  a  fickle  attentiveness  to  each  pas¬ 
sing  political  trend  could  in  fact  be  the 
authentic  passion  of  an  outward-directed 
personality. 

At  a  time  when  our  community  is  con¬ 
templating  death  with  increased  frequency 

_  .  and  urgency,  it  would 

nillWEI  he  tactless  to  say  that 
any  one  of  the  many 
people  now  writing  about  death  is  exploiting 
a  trend.  Sky  Dances  is  part  of  a  context  in 
which  gay  men  and  lesbians  and  their 
friends  are  dealing  with  death  in  ways  they 
haven’t  before.  Light  years  away  from  the 
superficial  pop  glitz  of  Near’s  last  album, 
(Don’t  Hold  Back,  1986)  this  recording  can 
be  both  painful  and  comforting. 

On  Sky  Dances  she  strikes  a  surprisingly 
introspective  tone.  This  is  due  in  large  part 
to  the  fact  that  eight  of  the  1 1  songs  are  by 
other  writers.  The  subtle  differences  be¬ 
tween  her  and  their  presentations  of  the  “I” 
of  the  sung  words  create  an  overall  increase 
in  the  intimacy  between  singer  and  listener. 
This  intimacy  is  enhanced  by  simplicity  of 
instrumentation,  centered  around  the  piano 
playing  of  John  Bucchino,  and  including 
guitars,  synthesizer,  and  bass  deployed  with 
great  restraint. 

Near  draws  her  material  from  a  broad 
range  of  sources:  Bruce  Cockbum,  Roy 
Brown,  Phil  Ochs,  Malvina  Reynolds, 
Ruben  Blades.  Two  familiar  songs,  Ferron’s 
“Testimony”  and  Bernice  Johnson 
Reagon’s  “They  Are  Falling  All  Around 
Me,  ’ ’  receive  ballad-like  treatments  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  their  original  settings.  Near’s 
gentle  delivery  of  “They  Are  Falling”  offers 
an  understanding  of  the  lyrics  that  can  be 
taken  back  to  enrich  the  experience  of  Sweet 
Honey’s  original  arrangement.  “Testi¬ 
mony”  is  a  song  that  can  shine  in  any  set¬ 
ting,  and  Near  chooses  a  dramatic  shape  for 
it  by  use  of  modulations  and  dynamics. 
However,  she  plays  with  something  I  always 
found  to  be  an  essential  part  of  the  song’s 
message:  the  progression  of  pronouns  from 
“I”  to  “you”  to  “we”  as  the  refrain  recurs. 
She  repeats  the  refrain  at  the  end  using  “I” 
which  to  me  is  a  radical  alteration. 

One  the  whole.  Side  2  is  much  heavier  than 
Side  1 .  Beginning  with  Blades’  “Letter”  to  a 
friend  who  has  fallen  ill,  it  continues  with 
Ochs’  “No  More  Songs,”  which  is  mesmer- 
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izingly  sad,  a  relentless  discovery  of  death  all 
around  that  draws  forth  Bucchino’s  most 
inventive  and  effective  playing.  (Elsewhere 
he  shows  a  tendency  toward  sameness:  “fast 
style”  and  “slow  style.”)  Reynolds’  “I  Wish 
You  Were  Here,”  with  its  utter  simplicity, 
could  draw  tears  even  from  someone  who 
hadn’t  been  weakened  by  “No  More 
Songs”  three  minutes  earlier.  “Oh  what  did 
I  do  that  had  to  be  done,  O  what  did  I  read 
that  had  to  be  read,  When  I  might  have  turn¬ 
ed  to  watch  you  instead?” 

I  thought  I  could  live  forever  without  hear¬ 
ing  Near  sing  “Over  The  Rainbow”  again, 
but  following  these  songs,  it’s  effective,  and 
does  offer  something  new  to  those  of  us 
trained  on  Judy  Garland’s  youthful  perfor¬ 
mance. 

Among  the  less  weighty  songs,  there  are 
also  some  outstanding  moments.  The  per¬ 
cussion/synthesizer  arrangement  of 
Cockburn’s  “To  Raise  The  Morning  Star” 
is  beautifully  done.  Near’s  own  “Nicaragua 
Night”  is  one  of  the  best  songs  she’s  ever 
written.  The  title  tune,  with  music  by  Roy 
Brown  and  lyrics  by  Cherokee  poet  Jimmy 
Durham,  combines  beautiful  words  with 
soaring  music  that  turns  at  the  end  into  an 
ecstatic  chorus  of  at  least  six  voices. 

Sky  dances  Willows  dance  like  women 

Dance  like  snakes 
Willows  dance  before  the  mirror 
Fish  dance  in  the  mirror,  turtles  dance 
Oaks  dance  like  bears,  clouds  sing  like 

sky  bears 

Pines  dance,  they  are  stars. 

If  you’ve  experienced  a  loss  recently,  you 
may  not  be  able  to  listen  to  Sky  Dances  right 
away.  Near’s  material  is  delivered  so  convin¬ 
cingly  that  I  had  to  set  this  review  aside  for  a 
while  wlien’one'o'f  our  clogs  died. 

*  *  * 

Karen  Beth  is  a  neighbor  of  Alex  Dobkin 
in  Woodstock,  New  York.  Judging  by  her 
fifth  recording,  To  Each  One  of  Us  (Star- 
dance),  they  are  neighbors  in  spirit  as  well. 
To  Each  One  Of  Us  celebrates  the  lives  of 
women  and  our  hopes  for  a  better  world. 

Several  of  the  songs  are  the  kind  that  lend 
themselves  to  group  singing-along,  with 
their  simplicity  and  repetition.  For  listening 
purposes,  however,  a  few  such  songs  go  a 
long  way.  “Full  Moonlight  Dance”  creates 
complexity  with  its  round-like  arrangement, 
in  which  voices  cascade  over  one  another. 
The  Boston-area  chorus  Libana  sang  it 
beautifully  on  their  tape  A  Circle  is  Cast  — 
the  more  voices,  the  better  it  sounds.  This 
and  other  songs  of  greater  complexity  are 
the  stronger  parts  of  the  album. 

“Bird  Song”  is  a  sweet  evocation  of  the 
lives  of  airborne  and  earth-bound,  one  of 
the  more  poetic  songs.  “Patience  and 
Sarah”  tells  the  well-known  story  of  two 
New  England  women  who  discovered  their 
love  and  pursued  it  though  they  had  to  leave 
their  lifelong  homes.  Like  some  songs  by 
Dobkin,  on  the  page  the  lyrics  seem  too  pro- 

Continued  on  page  1 1 
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SKY 

DIVING, 

MOUNTAIN 

CLIMBING, 

LIVING 

WITH 

AIDS 


Sidney  Borum, 
a  Black  PWA 
living  in  Boston, 
talks  about 
adventures  he’s 
planning; 
feelings  about 
safe  sex;  the 
gay  friends  who 
let  him  down 
and  a  family 
that  supports 
him  100  percent 


BY  CHRIS  BULL 


D 

B^orn  and  raised  in  Boston  where  he  now  lives,  Sidney  Borum  was  diagnosed 
with  AIDS  approximately  a  year  ago.  He  is  Black,  34  years  old,  and  as  he  says,  “well-known 
in  the  city  to  people  from  all  different  backgrounds  in  diversified  walks  of  life.”  He  current¬ 
ly  volunteers  with  the  Speakers  Bureau  of  the  local  AIDS  Action  Committee,  focussing  on 
speaking  to  teenagers.  He  previously  worked  as  a  consultant  in  the  retail  industry  and  was  a 
buyer  for  several  years.  Sidney  has  also  done  time-management  and  human  development 
consulting.  This  interview  by  Chris  Bull  was  conducted  in  late  spring. 


Chris:  How  do  the  young  people  you  talk  to 
about  AIDS  respond  to  you  as  a  PWA? 


Sidney:  They’ve  been  more  compassionate 
and  more  open  and  more  understanding 
than  a  lot  of  my  friends  have  been.  They’re 


I  have  a  couple  of  what 
were  quote  unquote  ‘Very 
good  friends”  who  have  not 
called,  and  they  know 
what’s  going  on  with  me. 
People  I  have  known  for 
ten  or  eleven  years  —  and 
suddenly  they’re  nowhere 
around.  And  it’s  not  like 
I’m  looking  for  anything 
except  a  card,  a  call  to  say 
“I’m  just  thinking  about 
you.”  People  have  no  idea 
how  much  of  a  difference 
those  words  make. 


very  inquisitive.  They’re  experimenting  sex¬ 
ually  and  they  want  to  know  how  to  take 
precautions.  They  also  cut  through  a  lot  of 
stuff  to  ask  you  questions  about  what  you 
want  to  do  with  the  time  you  have  remain¬ 
ing.  They  want  to  know  what  barriers  you 
come  up  against  and  what  they  can  do  to 
prevent  those  barriers  from  being  there  for 
someone  else. 

But  how  about  prejudice  among  young  peo¬ 
ple?  Have  you  seen  that? 

Yeah,  in  the  world  we  live  in  today  there’s 
a  little  bit  of  prejudice  in  teenagers.  But 
there’s  a  lot  in  adults.  There’s  a  lot  of  pre¬ 
judice  in  gay  men,  if  you  want  to  know  the 
truth  about  prejudice.  I’ve  experienced 
more  discrimination  from  my  gay  friends 
than  from  anyone  else. 

I  have  a  couple  of  quote  unquote  “very 
good  friends”  who  have  not  called,  and  they 
know  what’s  going  on  with  me.  People  I 
have  known  for  ten  or  1 1  years  —  and  sud¬ 
denly  they’re  nowhere  around.  And  it’s  not 
like  I’m  looking  for  anything  except  a  card, 
a  call  to  say  “I’m  just  thinking  about  you.” 
People  have  no  idea  how  much  of  a  dif¬ 
ference  those  words  make. 

Having  AIDS  is  not  a  burden  for  me,  by 
the  way.  And  this  is  why  I  consented  to  do 
this  interview.  People  shouldn’t  feel  like  it’s 
a  burden  that  someone  they  know  has 
AIDS.  It’s  part  of  life  now,  and  the  joy  in 
life  is  to  be  able  to  get  outside  of  that  little 
design  that  says  people  with  AIDS  can’t, 
can’t,  can’t  enjoy  life.  Enjoy  life  with  a  per¬ 
son  who  has  AIDS. 

I’ve  had  many  of  my  friends  pass  on  with 
AIDS,  and  everyone  looks  at  it  as  a  death 
sentence.  And  yes,  so  far  it  is.  But  this  is  a 
perfect  reason  to  explore  an  adventure,  and 
have  an  outstanding  life  because,  after  all,  I 
could  walk  out  of  this  door  and  walk  across 
the  street  and  get  hit  by  a  truck  and  it  would 
still  be  over. 

It  just  so  happens  that  this  is  a  little  more 
painful,  and  I  fight  constantly  to  stay  ahead 
of  the  pain.  I  fight.  I  drive  myself.  I  also  take 
care  of  myself  now.  I  get  longer  periods  of 
rest,  but  I  still  put  myself  out.  I  don’t  want 
to  exclude  myself  from  living. 

Have  you  experienced  any  other  kinds  of 
discrimination  —  what  about  as  a  Black 
PWA? 

I’ll  be  totally  honest  with  you:  I  haven’t 
run  into  it,  and  I  expected  to.  There  was  a 
stigma  put  out  by  the  media  when  AIDS  first 
surfaced.  There  were  so  many  vicious  and 
unjust  rumors  that  flitted  around  about 


races  of  people,  types  of  people,  that  the 
Black  community  is  very  quiet  about  AIDS 
right  now.  They  know  it’s  there  and  it’s  a 
major  scare,  but  the  community  hasn’t 
rallied  to  have  some  difference  be  made,  i.e., 
political  things  like  health  care  and  drug 
treatment  centers.  We  shouldn’t  arrest  the 
drug  addicts  and  throw  them  all  in  jail,  but 
treat  them,  show  them.  It’s  like  the  Black 
and  Hispanic  communities  are  just  eyesores 
as  far  as  most  politicians  are  concerned. 

They  say  that  you  have  a  political  system 
in  Massachusetts  that  wants  to  clean  up 
drugs,  but  talk  is  cheap.  Talk  is  cheap.  I’ve 
been  hearing  the  same  schtick  for  about  five 
years  now  and  it  hasn’t  gotten  any  better. 
There  are  surveys,  there  are  studies,  there’s 
this,  there’s  that  —  but  there  is  no  improve¬ 
ment  in  the  community,  and  this  is  a  com¬ 
munity  screaming  for  help.  Screaming  for 
help. 

But  to  get  back  to  discrimination  against 
me,  I  know  that  it’s  probably  on  the  horizon 
—  because  I’m  being  public  about  having 
AIDS.  It’s  unfortunate  but  it  doesn’t  bother 
me.  I’m  going  on  with  my  life. 

What  kinds  of  changes  have  you  made  in 
your  life  since  you  were  diagnosed? 

One  of  the  basic  changes  is  that  I’m  con¬ 
scious  about  my  body.  I  allow  it  to  get  the 
proper  rest,  nutrition,  vitamins  that  it  needs 
to  sustain  me.  I  also  exercise  my  body.  Just 
because  you  are  diagnosed  with  AIDS 
doesn’t  mean  that  you  stop  exercising. 

How  about  other  treatments  that  you’re 
taking? 

Right  now  I  am  taking  AZT  and  I’m  tak¬ 
ing  Aerosolized  Pentamidine  Mist. 

How  have  those  affected  your  health? 

With  the  AZT  there  are  a  couple  of  what  I 
would  call  side  effects.  One  is  a  dryness  of 
my  skin.  And  with  the  aerosolized  mist,  the 
worst  thing  that  happens  is  that  right  after 
the  treatment,  I  do  a  lot  of  coughing. 
There’s  a  couple  of  days  where  it  is  extreme¬ 
ly  hard  for  me  to  catch  my  breath  because 
it’s  all  in  the  lungs.  Other  than  that,  at  this 
moment.  I’m  not  having  a  lot  of  side  effects 
with  my  drugs  at  all. 

When  were  you  diagnosed? 

October  of  last  year.  I  was  tested  about  a 
year  before  that,  and  I  didn’t  think  that 
anything  was  going  on.  I  had  none  of  the 
symptoms  that  they  tell  you  to  watch  out 
for.  I  developed  an  extremely  bad  cold  that 
turned  into  a  pneumonia  called 
“pneumocystis”  which  took  me  from  about 
166  pounds  to  98  pounds  in  ten  days. 

And  this  is  where  I  experienced  discrim¬ 
ination  in  the  medical  field.  When  I  first  got 
sick,  the  particular  hospital  I  went  to  put  me 
in  an  isolation  ward  with  people  running 


People  shouldn't  feel  like 
it’s  a  burden  that  someone 
they  know  has  AIDS.  It’s 
part  of  life  now,  and  the 
joy  in  life  is  to  be  able  to 
get  outside  of  that  little 
design  we  have  that  says 
people  with  AIDS  can't, 
can’t,  can’t  enjoy  life.  Enjoy 
life  with  a  person  who  has 
AIDS. 


around  with  masks  and  gloves  on.  And 
nobody  treated  my  pneumonia.  I  wasn’t 
medically  treated  for  it  because  my  doctor 
—  I  don’t  want  to  use  the  word  “freaked 
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out”  —  my  doctor  wasn’t  very  professional 
about  dealing  with  his  first  case  with  AIDS. 
I  was  ultimately  transferred  to  another 
hospital  where  I  really  felt  a  difference. 

And  so  it  was  kind  of  sudden  to  find  that 
what  I  thought  was  just  a  common  cold,  and 
then  a  mild  case  of  pneumonia,  was  actually 
a  very  serious  case  of  pneumocystis.  And 
pneumocystis  is  an  AIDS-related  pneu¬ 
monia.  It  was  very  sudden. 

How  did  you  adapt  to  that? 

I’ll  tell  you.  It  was  devastating.  I  don’t 
know.  Everyone  asks  me  that  and  it’s  really 
hard  to  explain  it.  Part  of  me  actually  did 
want  to  give  up  right  then  and  there.  I 
couldn’t  see  anything  worth  living  for  past 
that  diagnosis.  I  didn’t  see  myself  being  able 
to  get  better.  It  was  almost  like  there  was  no 
fight  left.  I  thought  I  was  going  to  die  within 
a  matter  of  days  because  I  actually  was  very, 
very  sick.  I  was  in  the  hospital  for  45  days. 
In  there,  somewhere,  I  just  decided  that  I 
wasn’t  ready  to  leave  yet. 

Since  last  October  my  blood  count  has 
gone  up.  I  gained  all  the  weight  back  up  to 
166  pounds. 

The  two  things  that  I  definitely  found  im¬ 
portant  are  having  a  group  of  people  that 
support  you  and  having  a  determination.  A 
determination  every  day  to  get  up  and  make 
it  a  great  day. 

Tell  me  about  the  support  that  you  have. 

My  family  is  one  hundred  percent  sup¬ 
portive.  I  have  not  witnessed  this,  but  I 
understand  that  a  lot  of  families  are  not  as 
supportive  around  this  particular  disease. 

I  worked  —  I  want  to  say  “struggled”  — 
for  the  support  of  my  family.  I  went  after  it. 
I  asked  for  it.  I  talked  to  them.  I  requested 
that  they  educate  themselves  about  the 
disease  and  make  the  choice  about  how  they 
wanted  things  to  be.  As  it  turned  out, 
they’ve  all  been  very  supportive. 

They  are  not  physically  taking  care  of  me 
right  now,  and  even  when  I  was  sick,  it 
wasn’t  that  they  were  physically  taking  care 
of  me  as  much  as  they  were  there  to  give  me 
the  drive  to  take  care  of  myself. 

So,  what  kind  of  things. 

Seeking  counseling.  Working  with  the 
Boston  AIDS  Action  Committee  was  more 
my  parents’  idea  than  it  was  mine.  And  they 
encouraged  me  to  be  honest  with  people 
about  having  AIDS. 

My  father  was  in  the  health  field  and  he 
physically  encourages  me.  In  the  wintertime 
when  I  didn’t  think  that  I  could  go  out  in 
extremely  cold  weather,  he  would  tell  me 
ways  to  bundle  myself  up  and  go  for  a  brisk 
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walk,  to  keep  my  lungs  clear,  to  do  small  ex¬ 
ercises  to  keep  my  body  in  tone.  He  showed 
me  different  techniques  of  taking  care  of  my 
skin.  All  the  little  things  they  did  gave  me 
the  will  to  continue.  In  the  beginning,  I 
didn’t  have  that. 

That’s  great.  Did  they  know  you’re  gay? 

Now  that’s  a  very  interesting  question 
because  I  never  particularly  look  at  myself 
as  quote  unquote  “being  gay.”  Now,  I 
don’t  know  if  you  are  going  to  understand 
this,  but  I  just  led  a  very  happy  life  and 
whoever  I  happened  to  be  relating  to  at  the 
time  was  part  of  the  happy  life.  Not  that  I’m 
offended  by  people  who  would  put  the  label 
“gay”  on.  It’s  just  that  I  myself  never  but 
any  bounds  and  structures  on  who  I  was  in  a 
relationship  with.  And  my  parents  knew 
that.  It  wasn’t  a  heavily  discussed  subject. 


but  your  parents  always  know. 

People  say,  “No,  my  parents  don’t 
know,”  but  there  is  this  thing  about  parents 
and  children.  Your  parents  know  everything 
but  they  just  don’t  tell  you  they  know. 

Could  you  talk  about  what  kind  of  support 
you  ’re  getting  from  the  AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee? 

I  have  a  wonderful  advocate.  He’s  almost 
like  my  best  friend.  I  can  talk  to  him  about 
anything  and  I  can  ask  him  for  anything, 
and  he  will  research  and  find  ways  for  me  to 
get  what  I  need. 

A  lot  of  people  have  it  a  lot  worse  than  I 
do,  so  I  try  not  to  abuse  the  support  I  have  at 
AIDS  Action.  I  try  to  do  a  lot  of  things  inde¬ 
pendently  but  I  appreciate  having  that  cons¬ 
tant  support.  AIDS  Action  also  has  a  meals- 
on-wheels  program.  There  is  a  health  food 
co-op  program.  There  are  Monday  night 
dinners  where  I  can  go  meet  other  people 
with  AIDS,  which  is  very  important. 

It’s  not  that  I  want  to  look  at  it  like  it’s 
them  and  us,  but  in  trying  to  live  life  fully  it 
makes  a  difference  to  meet  someone  who’s 
up  against  the  same  things  you  are.  You  take 
each  other  through  the  good  times  and 
especially  the  bad  times,  when  you’re  feeling 
a  little  low. 

And  then  there’s  the  Buddy  Group.  I  got 
a  buddy  through  the  AIDS  Action  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  my  buddy’s  wonderful.  I  talk  about 
the  things  that  are  going  on  and  sometimes 
we  reach  solutions  and  sometimes  we  don’t 
immediately,  but  my  buddy  is  someone  that 
I  can  get  out  with  and  be  with  and  feel 
special.  You  know  how  everyone  wants  to 
feel  special  —  he  makes  me  feel  special.  We 
know  a  lot  about  each  other  and  we’re  in 
this  wonderful  relationship  and  we’re  just 
buddies,  and  it’s  great. 

You  mentioned  earlier  that  you  went  to  the 
March  on  Washington  for  lesbian  and  gay 
rights.  So  you  have  some  other  political  in¬ 
volvement  in  the  gay  community  as  well? 

Oh  yeah.  I  have  always  been  involved 
with  anything  that  has  to  do  with  human 
rights,  because  sometimes  human  rights  get 
left  by  the  wayside.  In  terms  of  human  rights 
for  people  with  AIDS,  the  billions  of  dollars 
being  spent  on  military  defense  could  go  to 
AIDS  research  and  taking  care  of  PWA§. 
Make  sure  people  have  the  dignity  of  being 
able  to  see  a  physician  and  not  have  to  worry 
that  there’s  this  tremendous  bill  that’s  going 
to  follow  them. 

The  problem  is,  in  the  1980s,  politics  isn’t 
about  people  —  it’s  a  game  for  politicians. 
And  the  people  who  suffer  the  most  are  les¬ 
bians,  Blacks,  Hispanics,  poor  whites. 
Middle-class  whites  are  now  in  the  minority. 


Okay,  a  few  more  questions.  Have  you  con¬ 
tinued  work? 

Because  of  the  respiratory  problems  that 
go  along  with  pneumocystis,  my  doctors 
advised  me  not  to  work.  But  there  are 
numerous  people  who  know  that  I  have 
AIDS  who  have  offered  me  positions  should 
I  choose  to  go  back  to  work,  even  part-time. 
So,  there’s  an  opportunity  there  and  I  just 
need  to  handle  the  physical  stuff. 

What  kind  of  work? 

For  some  reason  I  was  a  great  consultant, 
and  I  did  very  good  work  with  small  busi¬ 
nesses.  And  there  are  a  lot  of  people  who 
would  love  to  see  me  go  back  into  that 
because  I  have  always  been  for  the  under¬ 
dog.  The  situation  I’m  in  now  has  made  me 
even  more  aware  of  what’s  around  us  and 
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how  we  really  all  get  taken  advantage  of 
everyday. 

How  has  not  working  and  having  AIDS  af¬ 
fected  your  finances?  How  have  you  been 
able  to  live? 

I  had  to  get  supplemented  with  the 


government,  which  is  not  a  comfortable  way 
of  living.  I  have  worked  since  I  was  15  years 
old.  But  now  that  I  need  the  support,  I  get 
screwed  by  the  government.  Even  when  they 
are  supporting  you,  you  still  get  screwed. 
You  put  out  a  lot  of  money  to  them,  and 
when  the  time  comes  for  you  to  take  it  back, 
it  doesn’t  balance  out. 

It’s  been  difficult.  I  had  to  readjust.  It’s 
also  been  good.  It’s  made  me  more  organiz¬ 
ed.  I  now  budget  whereas  before  I  was  really 
free  because  I  always  knew  there  was 
something  else  coming  in  next  week. 

Has  AIDS  affected  your  sex  life?  Have  you 
incorporated  safer  sex  in  your  life? 

I’m  glad  you  asked  this  question.  In  the 
beginning,  there  was  a  period  when  I  felt  like 
a  sexual  leper.  I  felt  that  I  had  failed  sexually 
because  I  knew  I  had  acquired  AIDS  by  do¬ 
ing  something  sexual.  1  wasn’t  an  IV  drug 
user,  I  didn’t  get  any  blood  transfusions. 

Now,  while  I  haven’t  begun  to  participate 
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sexually  again,  I’ve  learned  that  I  can.  That 
was  like  lifting  the  weight  of  the  world  off 
my  shoulder.  And  the  way  I  found  out  I 
could  be  sexual  was  through  speaking  with 
people  who  have  AIDS  who  are  still  having 
the  intimacy  and  having  safe  sex. 

When  you  discover  you  can  be  respon¬ 
sible,  then  you  can  participate  in  sex.  And 
you  can  have  the  relationships  you’ve 
always  wanted.  You  don’t  have  to  walk 
down  the  street  and  feel  guilty  because  you 
saw  someone  and  you  looked  at  him  or  you 
lusted  after  someone  and  “Oh  my  God,  do  I 
have  to  tell  him?”  You  don’t  have  to  feel 
guilty  about  being  human.  It  frees  you  up.  It 
allows  you  to  really  live,  just  like  dancing 
does. 

When  I  was  first  diagnosed  there  were  a 
lot  of  things  I  thought  I  had  to  give  up.  All  I 
discovered  was  that  I  had  to  take  care  of  my 
body  and  I  could  still  do  the  same  things. 
Like  I  wouldn’t  go  out  seven  nights  a  week, 
but  once  in  a  while  when  I  want  to  go  and 
have  a  good  time,  it’s  still  available  for  me 
to  do. 

There  is  no  book  written  that  says  AIDS 
goes  A,  B,  C,  D.  And  people  are  living 
longer.  What  you  should  do  in  that  span  is 
live  one  hundred  percent.  And  being  sexual¬ 
ly  responsible  is  part  of  that. 

So,  I  still  go  out  to  the  clubs  and  bars 
every  now  and  then,  but  other  things  are  fill¬ 
ing  up  my  life,  too.  I  want  to  go  sky  diving.  I 
want  to  do  the  kinds  of  things  in  life  that  we 
always  say  we  want  to  do  and  we  never  get 
the  chance  to  do.  Nothing  has  changed  for 
me,  except  instead  of  waiting  for  the  chance, 
I’ll  make  the  chance.  I  want  to  scale  the  side 
of  a  mountain  again.  I  did  it  once.  I  want  to 
sit  on  a  convertible  in  a  Gay  Pride  parade 
and  wave  to  people  and  not  have  any 
thought  about  who  sees  me  doing  it.  □ 

Chris  Bull  is  a  freelance  writer  in  New  York 
and  GCN ’s  former  national  news  reporter. 
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ture  from  the  usually  coastal  nature  of  big 
gatherings.  At  least  50  percent  of  the  les¬ 
bians  in  decisiommaking  groups  will  be  les¬ 
bians  of  color,  and  20  percent  will  be  women 
with  disabilities. 

Mandy  Carter,  a  Black  lesbian  out  and  ac¬ 
tive  in  North  Carolina,  said  she  is  excited 
about  the  process  that  has  begun  because 
she  has  “never  [before]  seen  the  level  of 
commitment”  to  bring  together  lesbians 
“who  are  representative  of  the  communities 
we  are  trying  to  make  change  for.” 

A  second  national  planning  meeting  held 
in  Portland,  Oregon  in  July  of  this  year 
(see  GCN,  Sept.  3)  was  attended  by  many  of 
the  lesbians  who  were  in  Durham,  as  well  as 
many  new  women.  As  in  Durham,  groups  of 
women  with  shared  experience,  identities  or 
abilities  raised  issues  with  the  larger  group 
and  expressed  their  needs  and  demands. 
Much  of  this  discussion  took  place  as  the 
group  grappled  with  representation  on  the 
conference  steering  committee,  since  one  of 
the  goals  of  the  Portland  meeting  was  to 
create  a  decision-making  body. 

Many  of  the  lesbians  contacted  by  GCN 
who  attended  the  Portland  meeting  said 
that,  as  in  Durham,  the  process  was  time- 
consuming,  painful,  and  often  ex¬ 
asperating,  but  ultimately  necessary  if  all 
lesbians  are  truly  to  have  a  voice  in  the  con¬ 
ference.  Ayofemi  Folayan,  a  Black  lesbian 
with  disabilities  and  a  community  activist 
from  Los  Angeles,  said  that  although  in¬ 
dividual  lesbians  may  have  left  the  planning 
group  for  different  reasons,  those  who  have 
been  involved  up  to  now  have  engaged  in  a 
“groundbreaking  process.” 

Letitia  Gomez,  of  the  National  Latino 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Organization  (LLEGO), 
said  the  Durham  and  Portland  meetings 
showed  her  the  “power,  strength  and  deter¬ 
mination  that  many  lesbians  have  to  con¬ 
front  the  racism,  classism,  ageism,  and  ableism 
within  our  community.  If  we  can  get 
through  the  process  —  and  we  will  —  and 
change  the  way  we  look  at  ourselves,  that  in 
itself  will  have  been  an  accomplishment.” 

Rosemary  Curb,  who  has  worked  with  the 
old  lesbian  caucus  in  the  planning  process, 
said  one  of  the  reasons  the  process  has  taken 
so  long  is  that  “we  are  trying  to  be  what  we 
are  creating.” 

Although  most  of  the  lesbians  contacted 
by  GCN  expressed  enthusiasm  or  at  least  en¬ 
couragement  about  the  organizing  that  has 
begun,  many  are  also  quick  to  point  out  that 
at  times  they  have  been  tempted  to  give  up. 
Nor  is  the  hard  work  over.  For  example, 
Julie  Nelson,  a  representative  and  founder 
of  the  deaf  lesbian  caucus  at  the  Portland 
meeting,  told  GCN  that  “while  we  have 
made  strides  in  including  as  many  lesbians 
of  different  types  as  we  have  on  earth,  there 
has  not  been  full  participation  from  day 
one.”  She  said  she  has  consistently  tried  to 
point  out  how  hearing-oriented  the  con¬ 
ference  planning  has  been  and  cautioned 
organizers  “not  to  take  for  granted  that  if 
one  deaf  lesbian  is  on  the  planning  commit¬ 
tee  then  there  will  be  gobs  and  gobs  of  deaf 
lesbians  at  the  conference.”  Similarly,  while 
there  have  been  some  Asian  lesbians  involv¬ 
ed  in  planning  at  the  regional  level,  several 
organizers  said  the  group  needs  to  work  to 
bring  Asian  lesbians  more  fully  into  the  na¬ 
tional  planning  process. 

Nelson,  who  lives  in  Washington,  D.C., 
said  she  will  definitely  leave  the  planning 
process  “if  it’s  turning  out  that  this  is  really 
an  all-hearing  thing.”  She  added  that  “It’s 
hard  to  really  feel  part  of  the  process  — 
especially  since  I  know  other  deaf  lesbians 
are  not  really  political.  Too  few  of  us  know 
and  feel  for  the  ideas  expressed  by  this  con¬ 
ference  and  its  goals.  And  yet  we  are  trying 
to  educate  not  only  non-deaf  folks,  but  our 
deaf  sisters  too  so  that  they  know  that  this  is 
for  everyone  who  is  a  lesbian.” 

What  is  a  lesbian  agenda? 

One  of  the  aspects  of  the  conference  that 
seems  to  generate  excitement  among  many 
of  the  planners  is  the  fact  that  lesbians  will 
finally  create  a  space  in  which  they  can  ask 
each  other  “What  is  important  to  us  as  les¬ 
bians?”  Several  of  the  planners  who  talked 
with  GCN  said  lesbians  often  spend  energy 
working  on  issues  that  do  not  necessarily  af¬ 
fect  them  directly  —  like  abortion  rights  and 
AIDS. 

Kay  Ostberg,  one  of  the  early  planners  of 
the  conference  and  co-chair  of  the  1987 
March,  posed  the  question,  “Why  is  it  that 
lesbians  are  in  the  forefront  of  every  single 
social  change  movement  in  this  country,  but 
we  have  yet  to  work  with  each  other  and  ad¬ 
dress  ourselves?” 

The  lesbians  who  attend  the  third  and 


final  national  planning  meeting,  scheduled 
for  April  of  1990  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
will  continue  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  the 
agenda-setting  in  Atlanta  in  1991 .  Several  of 
the  planners  said  they  hope  that  ideas  for  the 
agenda  grow  organically  out  of  the 
grassroots  organizing  that  is  taking  place  at 
the  local  level. 

Janet  Spotted  Eagle,  a  Native  American 
lesbian  who  lives  in  Missouri  and  is  part  of 
the  Nurturance  working  group  for  the  con¬ 
ference,  told  GCN,  “The  agenda  will  be  set 
by  the  regions  and  by  the  committees  set 
up.”  She  said  that,  for  example,  “the 
Native  American  lesbian  population  is  very 
widely  scattered,”  and  that  while  she  and 
Chrystos  of  the  Menomenie  Nation  have 
been  participating  in  the  national  planning 
meetings,  “hopefully  there  will  be  more 
Native  Americans  who  get  involved  at  the 
regional  level.” 

In  conjunction  with  the  national  planning 
meeting  in  Kansas  City,  the  steering  com¬ 
mittee  for  the  conference  will  hold  its  first 
meeting.  (A  smaller  interim  steering  com¬ 
mittee  was  empowered  at  Portland  to  make 
certain  decisions  until  the  full  steering  com¬ 
mittee  is  seated  in  Kansas  City.)  Charged 
with  the  responsibility  of  actually  making 
the  conference  happen,  the  steering  commit¬ 
tee  will  be  composed  of  nine  working  com¬ 
mittees.  These  include:  Program,  Nur¬ 
turance,  Mobilization  and  Networking, 
Disability  and  Access,  On-Site  Planning, 
Media,  Logistics,  Fundraising,  and  Clear¬ 
inghouse  and  Educational  Action  Network. 
Representation  on  the  steering  committee 
will  consist  of:  four  seats  from  each  of  12 
geographic  regions  (seats  may  be  shared,  if 
groups  choose);  one  seat  each  for  lesbian 
representatives  from  each  of  11  or  12  na¬ 
tional  organizations;  and  several  seats  for 
various  “constituencies”  —  i.e.  old  les¬ 
bians,  Jewish  lesbians,  lesbian  mothers,  etc. 
(The  specifics  of  these  latter  two  categories 
were  discussed  at  an  interim  meeting  in 
Atlanta  Oct.  13-15,  but  they  have  yet  to  be 
finalized,  according  to  Ostberg.) 

Planners  hope  that  the  national  office  for 
the  conference,  which  is  currently  located  in 
Albany,  New  York,  will  be  relocated  to 
Atlanta  by  early  spring  of  1990,  a  full  year 
before  the  conference  date. 

When  asked  about  the  biggest  tasks  that 
organizers  face  at  this  point,  many  lesbians 
told  GCN  that  finances  loom  large  — 
especially  if  planners  are  to  meet  their  goal 
of  bringing  a  truly  respresentative  group  of 
5000  lesbians  to  Atlanta.  Joyce  Hunter,  a 
Black  lesbian  who  works  with  lesbian  and 
gay  youth  in  New  York,  said  that,  as  a 
member  of  the  Fundraising  committee,  she 
is  “Cautiously  optimistic  about  this  thing 
really  happening.”  Hunter  explained  that 
she  is  cautious  because  “we  have  a  long  way 
to  go  in  meeting  everybody’s  needs  and 
working  out  the  ‘isms,’”  and  optimistic 
“because  we  made  the  downpayment  on  the 
[Atlanta]  Civic  Center.” 

Ostberg  said  she  was  confident  that  the 
money  would  be  raised  based  on  her  belief 
that  lesbians  are  great  grassroots  fun¬ 
draisers.  She  and  others  said  there  was  no 
doubt  for  them  that  the  conference  is  a  valid 
goal  for  lesbians  to  work  toward  and  put 
their  money  into.  “This  is  where  girls  need 
to  put  their  money,”  said  Platt,  “it’s  the  most 
radical  thing  I’ve  ever  been  involved  in.” 

Folayan  said  she  thought  the  biggest  task 
for  organizers  “is  to  get  the  word  out  to 
every  segment  of  the  community  that  the 
commitment  is  there  to  make  the  conference 
accessible,  and  to  find  out  what  accessibility 
means.” 

Her  sentiments  were  echoed  by  Nelson  as 
she  talked  about  the  participation  of  deaf 
lesbians.  “...[s]urely  we  can  make  [the  con¬ 
ference]  a  place  for  deaf  lesbians.  We  are 
making  it  a  place  for  women  of  color, 
disabled,  poor,  rural,  etc.  We  are  trying  to 
meet  everyone’s  needs.  There  are  other 
groups  out  there,  like  the  old  lesbian  caucus, 
the  leather  women,  etc.,  and  I’m  really  hop¬ 
ing  all  will  find  a  way  to  get  involved  and 
make  the  conference  something  to 
remember.” 

Carter  expressed  a  vision  about  the  con¬ 
ference  and  the  process  that  is  shared  by 
many  of  the  planners.  “We  know  we  can 
pull  off  a  conference.  That’s  the  easy  part. 
We  want  to  know  what’s  going  to  be  left  in 
place  afterward.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 

To  find  out  more  about  the  National  Les¬ 
bian  Conference,  write  to  the  national  office 
at  P.  O.  Box 3057,  Albany,  NY  12203;  or  call 
(518)  463-1051. 
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run  New  York  City’s  Hetrick-Martin  Insti¬ 
tute  (previously  known  as  the  Institute  for 
the  Protection  of  Gay  and  Lesbian  Youth), 
said  that  people  working  with  young  gay 
men  and  lesbians  face  difficult  problems, 
including  lack  of  information  and  the  ten¬ 
dency  among  researchers  to  slight  or  ignore 
data  about  gay  men  and  lesbians.  She 
pointed  to  the  significance  of  the  report 
when  she  said,  “When  we  look  at  all  the  fac¬ 
tors  about  teen  suicide,  the  thing  left  out  is 
sexual  identity,  sexual  orientation....  Gay 
and  lesbian  youth  have  been  overlooked  for 
years.” 

In  his  attack  on  the  report,  Dannemeyer 
Charged  that  both  the  inquiry  into  gay  and 
lesbian  youth  suicide  and  public  education 
programs  such  as  Los  Angeles  Schools’  Pro¬ 
ject  10  “simply  add  legitimacy  to  the 
heretofore  crime  of  child  molestation.” 

In  response  to  Dannemeyer’s  letter  to 
Bush,  gay  and  lesbian  groups  held  a  briefing 
for  Congressional  staff  on  the  report  and 
the  necessity  of  providing  young  people  with 
positive  facts  and  counseling  about  sexuali¬ 
ty.  Virginia  Uribe,  founder  of  Project  10, 
was  the  featured  presenter  at  the  briefing, 
which  was  also  attended  by  representatives 
from  NGLTF,  the  Human  Rights  Campaign 
Fund,  and  Parents  and  Friends  of  Lesbians 
and  Gays  (PFLAG). 

“Lesbian  and  gay  teens  have  the  right  to 
have  access  to  accurate  information  about 
themselves  and  to  positive  role  models  in 
person  and  in  the  curriculum,”  said  Uribe, 
who  added  that  “self-hate  is  not  going  to  be 
our  youth’s  legacy.” 

Urvashi  Vaid,  NGLTF’s  executive  direc¬ 
tor,  also  sent  a  letter  to  Bush  calling  on  him 
to  put  “moral  leadership  above  prejudice 
and  moral  posturing.”  She  said  the  report 
“correctly  identified  the  special  vulnerabil¬ 
ity  of  lesbian  and  gay  youth  to  suicide,  ’  ’  and 
added,  “We  are  outraged  that  Dannemeyer 
urged  the  President  to  ignore  this  tragic 
situation.” 

PFLAG’s  Paulette  Goodman  echoed 
Uribe  and  Vaid  by  saying,  “So  much  nega¬ 
tivity  and  pressure  comes  to  bear  on  young 
people  struggling  [with]  their  sexual  identity 
that  they  frequently  turn  to  suicide  as  a  way 
out  of  their  dilemmas.  Education  is  most 
urgently  needed  to  help  prevent  the  loss  of 
our  children.”  □ 

Music 
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saic  to  make  a  good  song,  yet  somehow 
when  they  are  joined  to  music  they  take  on 
new  life.  Similarly,  the  lyrics  of  “Taking 
You  With  Me”  tell  of  the  growth  that  can 
come  from  a  relationship  that  was  a 
mistake: 

Now  the  truth  of  the  matter 
tho  I  loved  you  dearly 
it  was  not  right 

we  only  accepted  parts  of  each  other 
and  how  we’d  fight 
and  I  lost  my  center  I  spiraled  down 
losing  you  has  led  me  on  to  higher  ground 

That  sounds  more  like  therapy  than  song; 
but  when  Beth  sets  it  to  music  it  works.  Not 
every  song  works  as  well,  but  the  ones  that 
do  are  like  blueberry-bran  muffins  in  our 
Wonder  bread  world. 

The  standout  song  here  is  “Womanspirit 
Rising.”  Propelled  by  Beth’s  accordion,  its 
unexpectedly  driving  energy  evokes  not  a 
floating  ethereal  spirit  but  an  earthy  and 
militant  energy.  The  arrangement  is  crown¬ 
ed  by  the  powerful  sound  of  a  ten-woman 
chorus  of  confident  voices. 

The  overall  sound  is  rich,  fully  instrum¬ 
ented  with  piano,  lap  harp,  guitar,  and 
strings. 

These  days,  there’s  women’s  music  and 
then  there’s  women’s  music.  Holly  Near  and 
Karen  Beth  seem  to  offer  examples  of  two 
different  kinds.  Some  artists  who  in  the  past 
sang  to  women  abut  women  have  felt  the 
need  to  move  away  from  that  focus.  Of 
course,  some  have  broadened  their  focus  so 
far  that  they  no  longer  seem  to  have  anything 
to  say  about  anything;  Holly  Near  is  not  one 
of  those,  though  she  gave  me  a  scare  with 
Don  V  Hold  Back.  Another  kind  of  women’s 
music  is  the  kind  that  Karen  Beth  makes, 
focused  on  life  as  it  happens  among  women, 
and  how  that  life  shapes  a  world  view.  An 
album  like  To  Each  One  of  Us  offers  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  cast  a  vote  in  favor  of  women- 
centered  music,  and  we  can’t  afford  to  pass 
up  those  opportunities.  □ 

Caroline  Foty  loves  getting  review  copies. 
Her  short-term  artistic  objective  is  to  cause 
lots  of  arguments  about  women ‘s  music. 
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cused  the  federal  agencies  of  inappropriate¬ 
ly  caving  into  them.  “The  government  is 
afraid  of  the  activists,  and  having  started  to 
respond  to  them,  doesn’t  know  how  to 
stop.’”  he  said  and  predicted  a  backlash. 

Despite  the  sentiment  behind  his  state¬ 
ment,  Novick’s  interpretation  of  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  activists  and  bureaucrats 
at  the  conference  was  accurate.  When  ACT 
UP  asked  that  a  speaker  from  their  group  be 
allowed  to  respond  to  a  speech  given  by 
James  Mason  of  the  Department  of  Health 
and  Human  Services,  their  request  was 
quickly  granted.  And  although  ACT  UP’s 
comments  were  brushed  aside  by  Mason,  it 
was  clear  that  he  and  other  federal  represen¬ 
tatives  have  developed  great  respect  for  ac¬ 
tivists. 

•  But  despite  this  progress,  the  government 
has  an  escape  clause.  While  federal  officials 
admit  that  current  laws  are  inadequate,  they 
claim  to  be  bound  by  them  until  somebody 
else  changes  them.  When  Mason  was  asked 
if  the  ‘  ‘Orphan  Drug”  law  —  which  current¬ 
ly  protects  Burroughs-Wellcome’s  monopo¬ 
ly  on  AZT  —  should  be  changed,  he  replied, 
“We  need  to  redefine  the  rules;  nobody 
foresaw  these  flaws.”  He  admitted  that  he 
believed  that  the  company  was,  in  fact,  price 
gouging,  but  claimed  “they  have  done 
nothing  illegal;  we  have  nothing  we  can 
charge  them  with.  Even  if  the  laws  are 
changed  in  the  future  we  still  couldn’t;  it 
wouldn’t  be  fair  to  change  the  rules  on  them 
in  mid-game.” 

“Don’t  get  angry  at  the  FDA”,  echoed 
FDA  representative  Frank  Roh  at  a 
workshop  about  drug  access. ’’Focus  on  the 
drug  companies.  They  make  the  decisions, 
we  just  review  them.  If  you  don’t  like  the 
laws,  change  them,”  he  urged.  This  attitude 
of  good  intentions  coupled  with  no  actual 
change  in  procedure  may  serve  the  purpose 
of  re-directing  anger  from  the  federal 
government  to  the  drug  companies,  but  will 
clearly  do  little  to  change  the  current  situa¬ 
tion  of  long,  slow  treatment  development. 

Access  is  the  key 

Access  to  emerging  treatments  was  easily 
the  most  controversial  topic  at  the  con¬ 
ference.  Who  can  get  into  the  clinical  trials? 
Who  will  pay  for  “experimental” 
treatments?  Who  will  make  these  life-or- 
death  decisions?  Mark  Smith  of  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  speaking  at  the  second 
day’s  plenary,  posed  the  issue  more  clearly, 
saying  “The  challenge  is  to  take  better  care 
of  more  people,  at  earlier  stages,  with  more 
other  [sic]  problems,  with  less  money,  and 
still  do  good  research.”  He  touched  on  the 
frequently  whispered  but  rarely  spoken  con¬ 
cern  that  gay  men  have  more  services  than 
others.  “When  I  was  an  intern  at  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  General,  there  was  a  street  person  with 
nothing  in  one  bed,  and  a  gay  man  with  tons 
of  support  next  to  him,”  he  began  and  an 
uneasy  hush  followed  his  comment.  But 
when  he  continued  with  “Everybody  should 
have  that  kind  of  support!”  the  audience 
burst  into  relieved  applause. 

A  recurring  theme  at  tne  conterence  was 
the  fear  that  the  gay  community  will  be  pit¬ 
ted  against  communities  of  color  in  the 
struggle  for  resources.  At  a  workshop  on 
community-based  clinical  trials,  Michael 
Callen,  of  the  Community  Research  In¬ 
itiative  of  New  York  (CRI),  questioned  why 
the  National  Institutes  of  Health  (NIH)  has 
refused  to  fund  any  of  the  predominantly 
gay,  community-based  research  organiza¬ 
tions.  The  federal  representative  claimed 
that  the  money  had  to  go  to  “underserved 
ethnic  minority”  organizations,  but  Callen 
challenged  that  statement.  He  said  that  CRI 
serves  a  proportion  communities  of  color 
that  is  equivalent  to  that  of  the  funded  agen¬ 
cies,  many  of  which  are 
“community-based”  in  name  only.  And 
Peter  Staley,  of  ACT  UP/New  York,  charg¬ 
ed  “the  NIH  funding  decision  was  political, 
an  attempt  to  pit  minority  communities 
against  each  other. 

Q:  a  vote  of  no  confidence  by  the  feds 

Compound  Q  was  a  frequent  topic  at  the 
conference  because  it  touches  on  so  many 
AIDS  issues:  the  role  of  the  FDA  and  com¬ 
munity  agencies  in  testing  drugs,  ethical 
issues  about  access  to  treatment  and  the 
rights  of  patients,  and  conflicts  within  the 
AIDS  service  community.  The  Q  trials 
became  a  referendum  on  community 
research  vs.  the  Federal  guidelines,  and  it 
appears  that  community  research  has  won. 
Before  this,  however,  Project  Inform’s 
‘unofficial’  trial  of  the  Chinese  extract 
Trichosanthin  was  trashed  by  the 


their  harshest  criticisms,  but  much  unrest  re¬ 
mains. 

Callen,  while  praising  Project  Inform’s 
Delaney  as  an  exceptional  scientist,  express¬ 
ed  concern  that  he  was  setting  a  dangerous 
precedent  by  doing  clinical  trials  without 
oversight.  “This  has  effectively  ended  FDA 
oversight... and  plays  into  the  hands  of  the 
de-regulationists,”  he  said. 

The  FDA’s  Roh  unconvincingly  denied 
that  the  agency  had  been  informed  of  the 
trial  or  that  FDA  had  “looked  the  other 
way.”  He  said,  “We  sent  them  a  letter  warn¬ 
ing  them  not  to  do  it  again,  and  if  they  do 
we’ll  move  to  stop  them.”  Nobody  believes 
the  FDA  was  unaware  of  the  Q  trial,  and 
Callen  thinks  FDA  officials  are  waiting  to 
see  how  effective  Q  is  before  they  commit 
themselves.  “They  can  hardly  put  Delaney 
in  jail  if  he’s  found  what  people  think  is  the 
‘cure’  for  AIDS,”  he  said.  Callen  himself, 
however,  remains  unconvinced  that  Q  is  ef¬ 
fective,  and  said  he  believes  that  its 
popularity  is  “a  scream  of  horror  and  con¬ 
tempt  at  the  bankruptcy  of  the  system.” 

The  Q  trials  raised  an  intensely  important 
question:  Do  people  have  the  right  to  take 
whatever  drugs  they  want,  and  what  role 
should  the  government  play  in  this?  At  this 
point,  and  largely  because  of  the  Q  trials, 
the  consensus  is  that  patients  have  the  right 
to  take  whatever  they  want.  The  only  public 
dissenter  to  this  belief  was  Novick,  the  Yale 
ethicist.  “Allowing  participation  in 
underground  trials  frays  the  social  fabric,” 
he  declared.  “Patients  do  not  have  the  right 
to  take  whatever  they  want  if  it’s  a  promoted 
substance.”  But  when  a  PWA  from  the  au¬ 
dience  denounced  as  unethical  random- 
assignment  trials,  where  subjects  don’t 
know  which  of  two  drugs  they’re  getting, 
Novick  told  him,  “Stop  complaining;  when 
subjects  consent  to  these  trials  that  includes 
consenting  to  one  of  two  drugs.”  However, 
Novick  is  a  hold  out,  and  few  authorities 
still  challenge  the  right  of  people  to  take  — 
or  refuse  to  take  —  any  treatment  they 
choose. 

The  rumor  mill 

The  most  interesting  information 
available  at  such  conferences  is  whispered  in 
the  backrooms,  not  declared  from  the 
podiums.  One  persistent  rumor  is  that  DDI 
is  turning  out  to  be  much  more  toxic  than 
anticipated,  and  that  this  is  why  the  parallel 
tracks  are  being  delayed.  It  would  look  bad, 
it  is  said,  if  the  first  “free”  drug  turns  out  to 
be  more  toxic  than  AZT. 

Another  emerging  belief  is  that  AZT  has 
gotten  a  bad  rap,  and  that  many  of  its 
negative  side  effects  result  from  its  being 
given  in  oversize  doses.  However,  many  ac¬ 
tivists  still  consider  AZT  to  be  “Drano  in 
pill  form.” 

Alan  Lifson  of  the  San  Francisco  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Public  Health  announced  the  first 
two  verified  cases  of  oral  transmission  of 
HIV.  But  since  one  of  the  two  men  had 
severe  gum  disease,  and  the  other  had  900 
‘episodes  of  reported  oral  intercourse’  plus 
‘oral-anal’  contact  in  less  than  a  year,  some 
question  whether  this  doesn’t  demonstrate 
that  truly  heroic  efforts  must  be  made  to  ac¬ 
quire  HIV  bv  oral  sex. 

Significant  changes  have  been  made  in  the 
AIDS  situation.  The  federal  government  has 
acknowledged  the  legitimacy  of  the  activist 
wing  of  the  movement,  and  the  illegitimacy 
of  its  own  stance  on  drug  testing.  The 
medical  mainstream,  pressured  by  ACT- 
UP’s  direct  actions  and  by  competition 
from  community-based  research  groups,  is 
abandoning  ‘purity’  of  research  for  humane 
considerations.  The  drug  companies,  fear¬ 
ing  a  crackdown  unless  they  police 
themselves,  are  beginning  to  take  steps  to 
provide  treatment  in  parallel  tracks  for  those 
without  insurance  and  those  ineligible  for  of¬ 
ficial  trial,  though  no  one  has  actually  done 
this  yet.  The  possibility  of  early  intervention 
has  changed  HIV  and  AIDS  from  a  fatal 
disease  to  a  chronic  but  controllable  condi¬ 
tion. 

But  the  Update  revealed  that  the  AIDS 
treatment  community  remains  sharply 
divided  among  itself.  The  drug  companies, 
the  FDA,  and  the  various  community 
groups  are  closer  now  than  they’ve 
ever  been,  but  this  is  more  of  a  truce  than  it 
is  genuine  unity.  The  challenge,  frequently 
addressed  but  never  answered,  is  how  to 
maintain  this  fragile  unity  in  the  face  of 
growing  tasks  and  shrinking  resources.  □ 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

JAMES  F.  LEATH,  R.  Ac. 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA 
Porter  Square  T 
(617)  628-9547 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER  - 
332  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-0900 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public 
Accountant 
126  State  St. 

Boston,  MA  02109 
(617)523-1060 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-7082 

BROADWAY  BICYCLE 
SCHOOL 
351  Broadway, 
Cambridge 
(617)  868-3392 
T,W,F,Sat  10-6  Th  12-8 
Repairs/Part  sA/Vork- 
space 

BOOKS 

GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
673  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  267-3010 

LIBERATION  BOOK 
CLUB 

PO  Box  453 
South  Norwalk,  CT 
06856 

National  gay  &  lesbian 
book  club 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMEN’S 
BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,-  MA  02139 
(617)  876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 
Central  America, 

Gay  &  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  522-1464 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  HOLISTIC 
HEALTH 

669  Somerville  Ave. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
(617)  628-9547 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1100  Massachusetts 
Ave. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbury  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  232-7200 

CLEANING  SERVICES 

ARTHUR'S  CLEANING 
SERVICE 
Commercial  & 
Residential 
Boston  and  Suburbia 
Upper  and  Lower 
Cape  Cod 

24  Hour  Beeper  Service 
1-800-202-8629  (10  Min. 
Response) 

Tel.  (508)  295-6340 
Excellent  References 
I  DO  WINDOWS  TOO! 

EARLE  III  INC. 

Building  Maintenance 
General  Cleaning 
Residential  and 
Commercial 
Call  Buddy 
(617)  354-1706 

HOUSECLEANING  AT 

ANYTIME 

Fair  rates.  Call  Mark 

(617)  567-6736 

Residential  or 

Commercial 

Windows  included! 


COUNSELING 

ANDOVER 
PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerald  Mattson, 

L. I.C.S.W. 

(508)  475-6950 
Insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Ave. 
Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  247-4861 

BACK  BAY 
COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
1368  Beacon  St. 

Suite  109 
Boston,  M A  02146 
(617)  739-7860 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 
186V4  Hampshire  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  876-4488 

STEPHEN 

HARRINGTON, 

M. A. 

6  Bigelow  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  491-0968 
Counseling  for  lesbians 
&  gay  men 

individuals  &  couples 

JOURNEYWOMEN 
A  feminist 
psychotherapy 
collective 
240A  Elm  St., 

Davis  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
(617)  776-9232 

SOUTH  END 
COUNSELING 
596  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY,  INC. 

20  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA 
(617)661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60  Vi  Sacramento  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)  876-8438 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD 
BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAULGROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA 
790  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02199 
(617)  353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 

CENTER 

Dog  Behavior 

Specialists 

Medford,  MA 

(617)  395-9084 

EATING  DISORDERS 

VALERY  ROCKWELL, 
M.Ed. 

Anorexia,  Bulimia, 
Compulsive  Eating 
Ongoing  group  for 
lesbians  and  bisexual 
women. 

Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 
(617)  492-7843 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Complimentary 

consultation 

Computer  electrology 

specialist 

Central  Square, 

Cambridge 

(617)  497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 
FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Square,  MA 
(617)926-4289 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Shawmut  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  021 18 
(617)  338-5356 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 

HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 
Holistic  Health  Referral 
Service 

Psychotherapy, 
Bodywork,  Movement, 
Nutrition  and  Spiritual 
Counseling 

(617)  266-8122  M-Th,  12-7 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(Medical  Center  and  HIV 
Outpatient  Clinic: 
267-7573)  and 
93  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(Mental  Health, 
Research,  Community 
Services:  267-0900) 

FEMINIST  HEALTH 
CENTER 

OF  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 
Portsmouth,  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7588 
STD  clinic  for  men  and 
women 

Mon.  eves.:  free  anon., 
HIV  counseling  & 
testing 

THE  CAMBRIDGE 
HOSPITAL 

MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 
Offering  sensitive  well- 
woman  midwifery  and 
gynecological  care 
1493  Cambridge  St. 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
Call  (617)  498-1660  for 
appt. 

DR.  DAVID  A.  RUSSELL 
142  Berkeley  St. 
at  Columbus  Ave. 

(617)  247-7555 
A  gay  physician 
specializing  in 
health  care  for  the  gay 
&  lesbian  community 

HOUSEKEEPING 

CLEAN  UP  YOUR  ACT 
Housekeeping  Service 
Weekly,  bi-weekly, 
monthly  and  special 
occasions 
(617)  776-2271 

INFORMATION 

BISEXUAL 
INFORMATION 
SWITCHBOARD 
Local  and  international 
information  on  health, 
bars,  and  events. 

Call  11  PM-2  AM,  (215) 
634-2090 

INSURANCE 

J.J.  BODNER 
INSURANCE 
552  Columbus  Ave. 
Boston,  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9400 
Servicing  all  your 
insurance  needs. 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Congress  St. 

PO  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  731-1015 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,  MA  01840 
(508)  683-7676 

INTERIOR  DESIGN 

CITY-LINE  DESIGN 
Carpentry,  paint  & 
space  planning.  Small 
jobs  a  specialty. 

(617)  491-5567 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS 
GUILD 

Lawyers  Referral 
Service 
(617)  227-7008 
M-F  1-5pm. 

MACROBIOTICS 

Wholesome,  well- 
balanced,  delicious 
macrobiotic  meals. 

Also,  special  diets  for 

life-threatening 

Illnesses. 

Delivery/references.  Call 
Mary  (617)  277-8087. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH 
CLUB 

Swedish,  Japanese, 
Esalen 

220  Huntington  Ave. 
(617)262-1000,  x  298, 
M-Sat.,  12-7 

PAINTING 

LORI  EATON 
Interior  Painting 
Quality  work  at 
reasonable  rates. 

Call  for  estimate 
(617)  536-5569 

TERRI  SANDERS 
Specializing  in  the  Fine 
Restoration  of  Older 
Homes 

Interior/Exterior 
Call  (617)661-6089 
for  Estimate 


PHOTOGRAPHY 


DAVID’S 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375 
McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
(617)  236-0365 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St. 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-6822 


REAL  ESTATE 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Soho,  Barry 
Wing,  Janet  Deegan 
726  Centre  St.  Jamaica 
Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

RELIGIOUS 

ORGANIZATIONS 

AM  TIKVA 

Boston's  Community  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Jews 
PO  Box  1 1 

Cambridge,  MA  02238 
Events  phone: 

(617)  782-8894 

METROPOLITAN 
COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
OF  BOSTON 
131  Cambridge  St.,  near 
Gov't.  Ctr.,  Sunday 
Worship  7  PM.  Open  to 
all.  A  church  of  the 
Lesbian  and  Gay 
Community,  437-0420 

ST.  PAUL’S  WESTERN 
ORTHODOX  CHURCH 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston 
(617)  227-5794 
Mass,  every  Sun. 

5:30  PM 

Serving  the  Gay  & 
Lesbian  Community 

UNITARIAN  1 
UNIVERSALIST 
Congregation  at  the  1st 
Church  of  Roxbury  — 
Sun.  11  AM  Service  — 
(617)  445-1277 
at  Center,  Roxbury  & 
Dudley  Sts.,  Roxbury 
Crossing  T  stop 


RESTAURANTS 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
12  LaGrange  St. 
in  Downtown  Boston 
(617)  338-7037 

TANNING 

THE  TAN  MAN 
416  West  Broadway 
S.  Boston,  MA 
(617)  268-0866 
plenty  of  free  parking 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA 
02130 

(617)  524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
(617)  482-2900 

T  SHIRTS 

WARREN  DAGLEY 
T  Shirts  and  More 
PO  Box  405 
Rockport,  MA  01966 
(508)  546-7252 

TYPESETTING 

GAY  COMMUNITY 
NEWS  TYPESETTING 
SERVICE 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  426-4469  or 
contact  Wayne: 
(617)353-1925 

UPHOLSTERERS 

SMART  BEAR 
Upholstered  furniture 
repair/restoration 
82  Main  St. 

Gloucester,  Mass. 

(508)  283-7765 

WOMEN’S 

NIGHTCLUBS 

INDIGO- A  Club  for 

Women 

823  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  497-7200 
Th.  4  PM-2  AM,  F  4  PM-2 
AM,  Sat.  9  PM-2  AM 


CLASSIFIEDS 


ERSONALS 

GCN  REPLY  BOXEr 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 


Foot  massage,  as  relaxing  as  entire  body 
$20,00/1  hr.  Ebony  266-1396. _ 


massage. 

(15) 


Prof,  lady  of  substance  seeks  romantic,  expressive,  af¬ 
fectionate,  playful,  prof,  lady  30-plus  for  life  partner. 
Unique  responses  to  Box  285,  Dennisport,  Mass.  02639. 
_ (16) 

LOOKING 

for  that  special  someone?  Or  maybe  more  than  one?  Try 
an  ad  in  GCN  today. _ 

PUDENDUM-PROWLER 

Where  are  all  the  perky  people?  Your  pouting  plugugly. 
_ (15) 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer 
to  help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Learn 
about  the  exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and 
meet  the  fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please 
call  Jennie  at  GCN,  426-4469 . 


SERVICES 

I  need  to  work.  Parson’s  grad  with  slight  disability.  Ex¬ 
perienced  as  personal  assistant  to  several  N.Y.  artists. 
Skilled  at  dealing  with  people.  Creative  decisions  ok. 
Some  typing.  492-8795. _ (15) 

ARE  YOU  IN  A  RELATIONSHIP  NOT  RECOGNIZED  BY 
LAW? 

The  Last  Will  and  Testament  and  Durable  Power  of  At¬ 
torney  are  legal  tools  you  can  use  to  protect  yourself  and 
your  loved  ones.  Our  complete,  inexpensive  and  easy  to 
use  services  will  allow  you  to  legally  designate  the  per¬ 
son^)  you  entrust  to  administer  your  wishes  upon 
disablement  or  death.  For  a  FREE  brochure  call  now 
1-800-669-0280,  _ (18) 


BACK  BAY  COUNSELING  SERVICES 

DENNIS  IADAROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


SERVICES 

The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund 
&  Associates, 
P.C. 

David  R.  Lund, 

3arbara  Macy,  There.se  A.  Young 
Boston 

(617)  266-0760 


E  R  V  ICES 


A' 


NNOUNCEMENTS 


N  PERSON  At -HEAtTH— — 

•General  Medical  Care  ‘Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  ■  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

A - 4755  Beacon  Street,  I 


WOMYN  IN  PRISON 

Pen  pal  program  starting  for  lesbians/dykes  only.  For  info, 
write  to  CHANCE,  P.O.  Box  1486,  Andie  VA  22003.  (15) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Free  on-going  support  group  for  women  currently  or  formerly 
expenencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC  at  508-744-6841  for  info  and  support. 
_ (20) 

GET  PUBLISHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
hr/week  (flexible).  Call  Kelly  at  426-4469  for  more  info, 

GCN’s  circulation  department  is  looking  for  a  volunteer  to 
help  set  up  the  Friday  evening  mailing  party.  Leant  about  the 
exciting  world  of  newspaper  circulations  and  meet  the 
fabulous  Friday  staff  and  volunteers.  Please  cal  Jennie  at 
GCN,  426-4469. 


EATING  DISORDERS 

Anorexia  •  Bulimia 
•  Compulsive  Eating 

Ongoing  group  for  lesbian 
&  bisexual  women 
Individual  therapy 
Couple  therapy 

Valery  Rockwell,  M.Ed. 

492-7843 


Staff  of  18 
next  to  T 
&  bus  depot 
sliding  scale/ins. 


520  Comm.  Ave. 
Kenmore  Sq. 
247-4861 


COUNSELING 

FOR  WOMEN  BY  WOMEN 


s1 


E  R  VICES 


RITE-WAY  CLEANING 

Just  let  me  do  it!  Residential  and  commercial.  266-4099. 
9am-Noon,  or  after  6pm. _ (20) 

DO  YOU  NEED  A  TYPESETTER? 

Freelance  typesetter  available  full  or  part-time  to  work 
on  Compugraphic  MCS  (Power  Page)  system.  Available 
weekends,  some  evenings.  Call  Ann  at  491-2653.  Leave 
message. _ (17) 

PRESCRIPTION  REBATES 

sizable  rebates  to  customer  from  mail  order  pharmacy 
for  private  prescription  medications  covered  by  private 
insurance.  For  more  information,  call  Don  (212) 
362-9769.  (18) 

r - 


SUPPORT 
OUR  ADVERTISERS 

They  help  bring  you  the 
paper  each  week. 


JOHN  WARD 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

CRIMINAL  DEFENSE 
CIVIL  LITIGATION 

(617)  424-1965 
65a  ATLANTIC  AVENUE 
BOSTON,  MA  02110 

|  MORE  THAN  TEN  YEARS  EXPERIENCE 
SERVING  THE  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


B 

■  iS\ 

Need  more  room!  Just  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  254  per  word  (354  per  word  for  business  ads) 

Basic  cost. 

□  iNon-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  254 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  354  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs 

Special  heading 

□  Flamer  ($3.00  x . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  x. 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

□  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

□  APARTMENTS  □  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

□  FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  □  RIDES  □  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ _ number  of  runs)  $ 

.  number  of  runs)  $. 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $  . 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10% 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15% 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20% 

□  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now.  Deduct  $2 


$. 
$. 
$. 
$. 

Subtotal  $  . 


Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks 

□  Forwarding  box.  $6  for  6  weeks 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe! 

US:  $33  .  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $  1 5 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip,  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
62  Berkeley  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 


Name 

Address 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


"#/ 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 

Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 


Congress  St. 
Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 


Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 

E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


FIRST  IN  HEALTH  CARE 

SERVING  THE  CAY  &  LESBIAN 
COMMUNITY  SINCE  1971 


FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
HEALTH 
CENTER 


General  Medicine  •  Counseling  •  Helpline 
•  HIV  Outpatient  Treatment  •  Research  • 
HIV  Education  &  Testing  •  Massage 
•  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  Treatment  • 
Women's  Health  •  Alternative  Insemination 
•  Gay  &  Lesbian  Family  &  Parenting  Service  • 
Victim  Recovery  Program 

MEDICAL  HIV  TESTING  HELPLINE 
267-7573  267-0159  267-5001 

16  Haviland  St  •  Boston  •  6i7-267-7573 
medical  •  business 


93  Mass  Ave  •  Boston  •  647-267-O9C0 
counseling  •  research  •  education 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 

NEW  LOCATION: 

581  BOYLSTON  STREET 
4th  FLOOR 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


H 


f  IP  W A N T E D 

CO-COORDINATOR  MASS.  ANTI-HUNGER  COALITION 

Statewide  advocacy  and  organizing  coordinator  based  in 
Boston.  Resume  and  cover  letter  to  MAHC/Hiring 
Committee,  30  Bickford  St.  Boston,  MA  02130  by 
10/27/89, _ (15) 

LIVE-IN  OR  PART-TIME 

Personal  care  attendants  to  assist  female  professional 
disabled  activist  and  friendly  cat  named  Beaver.  No  ex¬ 
perience  necessary  but  must  have  a  driver’s  license  and 
be  responsible,  mature  and  energetic.  Live-in  gets  free 
rent  plus  $215/wk.  Weekdays  5-10pm  $177/wk. 
Weekends  5180.  Call  731-6228.  _ (38) 


R 


OOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 


Looking  for  3  GWF  to  share  4  BR  house  in  Dedham.  10 
miles  from  Boston,  with  1  GWF.  Microwave  oven,  cable 
TV,  VCR,  W/D,  large  yard,  driveway,  parking,  no 
drugs,  no  pets,  no  smoking.  Rent  $500-600  month 
depending  on  room.  Call  Sandy  329-0769. _ (15) 

SWAMPSCOTT/LYNN 

Professional  LF  seeks  same  to  share  furnished  2BR 
apartment;  steps  to  beach;  spacious;  convenient  to 
MBTA  and  bus;  $375  incl.  Call  Barbara  days:  229-7474 
PM:  598-3148. _ (15) 

LF  36  and  LF  28  seek  considerate  responsible  friendly 
LF  28-plus  with  sense  of  humor  for  sunny,  spacious, 
apt.  in  Arlington  near  Spy  Pond.  W/D,  porches,  yard, 
near  T.  Available  Nov  1st,  no  smoke,  no  pets. 
$300-plus.  Marilyn  648-4107. _ (15) 

Make  this  your  home.  1L  needed  for  3  bdrm  apt  in 
Allston.  Live  with  2LFs  who  are  political,  not  rigid,  pro¬ 
fessionals.  Back  and  front  porches,  grassy  yard,  street 
parking,  on  B  line,  56  and  66  bus  lines.  One  cat  o.k.  Big 
kitchen,  new  bath.  333-plus,  254-2025. _ (IS) 

Prof  LF,  33  seeks  L.F  or  GM  to  share  large,  sunny  2 
bdrm  apt  in  great  Cambridge  neighborhood.  W/D, 
hdwd  floors,  wood  stove,  easy  parking.  Pets  okay. 
450-plus.  492-0837. _ _ _ (15) 

LESBIAN  ROOMMATE  WANTED! 

Lesbian  with  beautiful  2  bedroom  house  in  Everett,  e-z 
parking;  available  Nov.  1st;  no  pets  or  heavy  drugs. 
381-8774,  $325-plus. _ (15) 

SEARCH  REOPENED 

LF  couple  seek  LF/GM  couple  to  share  beautiful  huge 
house  in  Somerville.  You  get  two  big  bedrooms  and 
your  own  living  room.  We  share  kitchen  DR.  porches, 
yard,  laundry.  Avail,  between  Nov.  1  and  Dec.  I. 

$750-plus.  625-0585. _ (15) 

HOUSEMATE 

for  spiritually  oriented  household  in  large  3  BR  apt.  in 
Jamaica  Plain.  Available  Nov.  1.  Call  Dipam  at 

522-9164. _ (15) 

SOMERVILLE 

Lesbian  42  plus  2  cats  seek  lesb  30-plu  to  share  homey 
spacious  apt.  between  Porter  and  Davis  Square 
wash/dryer.  No  smokers,  no  more  pets  available  Oct.  or 
Nov.  625-4298.  Rent  $325  plus  utilities _ 05) 

LF,  36,  seeks  quiet  F  for  Cambridge  sunny  2  bedroom, 
freshly  renovated  apartment  with  screened  porch.  Five 
minutes  from  T,  groceries,  laundry.  No  smoke/pets, 
min.  alcohol.  Rent  negotiable  for  housework  or  part 
time  occupancy.  $310-plus.  491-2298. _ (15) 

LARGE  COUNTRY  HOUSE 

GW  GM.  Couples  or  singles.  Privacy  on  75  acres.  Be¬ 
tween  Boston  and  Providence.  Off  of  495,  Norton,  call 
(508)  285-9849.  No  more  pets, _ (15) 
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OOMMATE  WANTED 

'  ALLSTON  HOUSEHOLD 

5  LFs  looking  for  6th  to  share  large  3  floor  house.  Semi¬ 
coop.  Near  T  and  bus  route.  $230-pIus.  Available  im- 
mediately.  254-0448 _ (18) 

SOMERVILLE— Davis  Sq.  LF  (26  plus)  to  share  large  2 
bdrm  close  to  red  line  &  bus.  No  pets,  cigs,  drugs. 
Available  now.  ’375  plus.  Call  623-7415  before 
I  0  p  m  .  (  1  6  ) _ 

Cambridge/Somerville — One  minute  to  ‘T\  stores.  15 
min.  walk  to  Harvard.  2  amusing,  friendly,  LFs  seek 
responsible,  neat,  LF  for  nice  apt.,  quiet  st.  No  smok- 
ing,  no  pets,  $359  plus.  776-6158. _ (16) 

CHEAP  SHARE  ARTIST’S  workspace,  Rockaway 
(NYC),  Oceanfront,  2  blks  subway,  sunny,  spiral  stair, 
huge  bdrm,  lvg.,  W/D,  yard.  Share  w/  hip,  young  gay 
male.  Prof’l  activist.  $325  mo.  plus  util.  Call  David 
212-334-8044  or  write:  225  Lafayette  St,  Rm  513,  NY, 
NY  10012. _ (16) 

2LF  need  3rd  for  Victorian  in  Newtonville.  Vi  acre  yard 
on  bus  lines.  Share  entire  house.  Your  bdrm  is  entire  3rd 
floor  with  Zi  bath.  $350  plus.  965-0648.  CHEM.  FREE 
A  MUST. _ (16) 

Winthrop  Room  to  rent.  Lovely  3  bedroom  apt. 
Beautiful  view  of  the  ocean.  2  baths.  Large  living  room. 
No  drugs  or  alcohol.  $450  per  month  and  one  month’s 
security.  Call  539-1981  or  324-4968. _ (15) 

LF  seeks  same  to  share  2  bdrm,  chem  and  smoke  free, 
apt.  in  JP.  I  have  2  cats.  Another  nego.  $247.50  plus. 
NearT.  Call  Leenie  522-2332. _ (16) 

NEAR  HARVARD  FRIENDLY  STREET 
Room  open  in  2BR  on  Camb.-Som.  line.  Now  thru  Aug. 
’90.  Share  meals.  Artists,  activists  very  welcome.  $370 
plus  util.  Sec,  deposit  call  Alan  666-8096. _ (15) 

CAMBRIDGEPORT  COOP 

Housemate  needed  for  funky,  progressive,  semi-veg, 
semi-coop  home  in  beautiful  Cambridgeport  for  Nov. 
1st  or  sooner.  Call  864-1466,  evenings  best. 


H 


O USIN Q  WANTED 


Prof.  34  LF  seeking  to  locate  similar  person  with  house  to 
share.  Or  we  can  search  together.  Resp.,  clean,  easy-going, 
smoker.  By  Nov.  1st,  if  possible.  Leave  message  for  Cyndy, 
738-8762.  Thank  you _  (15) 

$500  REWARD 

GCN  writer  seeks  one  bdrm  apt  in  Cambridge/Somerville 
area.  $500  or  less  (please  don’t  laugh).  $500  reward  for  rent 
control.  Call  Liz  491 -3254. _  (c) 


A' 


PARTMENTS 

SHORT  TERM/PART  TIME 

Need  a  flexible  situation?  GF  37  offers  apt  to  mature,  quiet 
GF/M,  Harvard  medical  area.  Close  to  trains.  Please  call 
442-4693  or  leave  message.  _  _ (c) 


E 


O  R 


RENT 


SUNNY  SOMERVILLE  SUBLET 

Spacious  one  bedroom  on  Broadway.  Wood  floors, 
heat/hot  water  included.  Dec.,  Jan.,  with  possibility  of 
permanent  lease  after.  $525  Sage,  625-0946  or  666-3395, 
message.  _ (16) 


O  R 


SALE 


Contemporary  house  with  cathedral  ceilings,  skylights, 
woodsy  lot  on  Cape  Cod.  $160,000,  but  automatic 
substantial  discount  for  gay  buyers.  Rent/option,  flexi¬ 
ble  financing  possible.  (508)  420-1881. _ (15) 


A  C  A  T  I  O  N  S 

VERMONT  RETREAT 

Huge  room  available  in  lesbian  country  household. 
Views  of  2  waterfalls,  x-country  ski  from  door.  Separate 
entrance  and  bathroom  but  share  kitchen.  Prefer  rent  by 
month  but  other  arrangements  possible.  Rent  negot. 
acc.  to  length  of  stay  x  number  of  people.  Andrea  or 
Joy,  (802)  456-8910. _ (15) 

GAY  COUNTRY  INN 

Spend  long,  lazy  days  by  our  heated  pool,  cool  nights  by 
a  crackling  fire  or  in  our  hot  tub.  Enjoy  this  beautiful 
100  acre  mountain  setting  with  spectacular  fall  colors! 
HIGHLANDS  INN,  Box  1 18G,  Bethlehem,  NH,  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  and  Judi,  Innkeepers.  (19) 


G' 


C  N  SPECIALS 


HUMIDIFIER!!! 

The  office  (people  and  machines)  need  some  wetness  to 
offset  the  dry  heat.  If  you  have  a  humidifier  you’re  not 
using  and  would  like  to  donate,  please  call  Mike 
426-4469,  Thanks. _ 

ELECTRICIAN  NEEDED! 

We  pulled  the  little  chain-type  switch  for  a  light  bulb  fix¬ 
ture  right  out  of  the  fixture  and  now  our  storage  closet  is 
in  the  dark.  Could  someone  out  there  volunteer  or 
cheaply  help  us  take  the  picture  apart  if  needed  or  just 
wire  in  a  new  one?  Pretty  please?  Call  Mike  at  GCN 
426-4469,  Thanks. _ 

DESPERATELY  SEEKING 

ASSISTANCE 

GCN  Calendar  needs  a  permanent  volunteer  coor¬ 
dinator!  3-5  hours  a  week.  Typing  skills  a  plus.  Be  on 
top  of  what’s  happening  in  the  les/gay  community!  Call 
Fred  at  GCN,  426-4469. _ 

A  COPY  MACHINE: 

WE  NEED  ONE  BAD 

GCN  needs  a  medium-sized  (not  huge)  copy  machine. 
Do  you  have  one  you  might  donate  or  sell  cheaply?  Do 
you  know  of  anyone  who  would?  All  for  a  good  cause 
and  very  tax-deductible.  Call  Natalie  at  GCN  426-4469 

INDEXER  NEEDED! 

If  you  would  like  to  help  update  the  GCN  title  index, 
please  call  Mike  at  426-4469.  No  experience  necessary. 
Very  light  typing.  No  need  to  be  speedy. _ 

CHEAP!!! 

Goldengate  Cullinet  software  package  for  PC  com¬ 
puters.  Contains  spreadsheet,  database,  graph,  edit,  in¬ 
formation  management,  emulator,  and  profile  func¬ 
tions.  Market  value  $695.  Will  sell  for  $300-350.  Call 
Natalie,  4264469, _ 

TYPEWRITERS  ANYONE? 

Our  old  faithful  IBM  Selectrics  are  dying  and  we  still 
need  to  have  1  or  2  around  to  fill  out  forms,  etc.  If  you 
have  one  you’d  like  to  get  rid  of,  please  call  Mike  at 
GCN,  4264469.  Thanks. 


G' 


CN  SPECIALS 


Ql 


R  GANIZA  TIONS 


DICTIONARIES  NEEDEDI 

The  average  educational  level  of  prisoners  is  junior  high 
school  (meaning  that  many  haven’t  even  finished 
elementary  school).  Both  because  they  have  “time”  now 
and  because  they  need  to  understand  the  pretentious 
“legalese”  and  other  language  of  the  system,  they  need 
dictionaries. 

Please  consider  keeping  an  eye  out  for  “deals”  and 
picking  up  a  few  for  us  to  send  out,  THANKS! _ 

GCN  News  and  Features  writers  need  cassette  recorders. 
If  you  have  a  working  one  that  you’re  not  using,  or  want 
to  donate  one,  it  would  be  well  used.  Thank  you. 


UBLICATIONS 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973.  Accom¬ 
modations.  AA  groups ,  bars,  baths,  bookstores, 
businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors,  hotels, 
lawyers,  mail  order,  media .  publications,  organizations, 
religious  groups,  services,  social  groups,  switchboards, 
therapists,  travel  agents,  etc.,  etc.,  etc.  (area  codes 
and  zip  codes  too!) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $4.50:  includes  Manhattan  bar 
notes  &  women's  section, 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $4.50;  Alabama,  Arkansas.  N.  &  S. 
Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas,  Kentucky,  Louisiana. 
Mississippi,  Missouri,  New  Mexico,  Oklahoma.  Puerto 
Rico.  Tennessee,  Texas,  Virginia. 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $4.50;  Connecticut,  Delaware. 
District  of  Columbia.  Maine,  Maryland,  Massachusetts, 
New  Hampshire,  Ohio.  Pennsylvania.  Rhode  Island,  Ver¬ 
mont,  W  Virginia. 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station,  NY,  NY 
10014  212-674-0120.  All  books  discreetly  by  first  class 
mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confidential  To  list  a 
business  or  organization,  or  for  further  information,  send 
stamped,  self-addressed  business-size  envelope  Please 
contact  us  for  prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order 
from  Glad  Day  Books,  598  Yonge  St.,  Toronto,  Ontario 
M4Y  1Z3  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  584  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
(16.1) _ 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 

meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 

523-7363  for  info. _ (15,32) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World  wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free. 
Bulletin  $1.00  NAMBLA,  P.O.  Box  1923,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  63118. _ (7) 


OVERS 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 

MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641  -J  234 


POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Complete  moving  service.  7  days  a  week.  New  and  used 
boxes.  Inside  heated  storage  lockers.  Truck  and  equip¬ 
ment  rentals.  We  load/unload  your  truck.  522-0826. 

- - 


M1 


O 


R  5  Pi 


ALL  AMERICAN  &  ELM  ST.  MOVING 

Local  or  long  distance  moving.  Your  belongings  handled 
with  loving  care  and  understanding.  Discount.  322-7373, 
242-0772. _ (16) 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
>  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
.  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
'  LIC.  and  INS. 


16-1848  ... 


LUV  IT!  $2  DO  IT!  $2  SPLIT!  $2  Gay  Art  Now  Poems 
High  Mell  Green  53  Nahant  Av.  Winthrop  Mass  02152 
Cash  Stamps  Barter  PPD. _ (15) 

RELATIONSHIP  STRUGGLES? 

New  audiotape  gives  support  and  steps  to  resolve  con¬ 
flict.  Based  on  bestseller  Lesbian  Couples.  $11.95 
postpaid  to  Seal  Press,  3131  Western  Ave,  No.  410, 
Seattle,  WA  98121. _ 05) 

SAHIT!  $2  LUV  IT!  $2  DO  IT!  $2  Gay  Art  Now  Poems 
High  Mell  Green  53  Nahant  Av.  Winthrop  Mass.  02152 
Cash  Stamps  Barter  PPD _ (15) 

BREAKTHROUGH! 

Political  journal  of  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Committee, 
Spring  1989  issue.  Women  of  the  Philippine  Revolution 
—  Interview  with  Makibaka;  The  Post-Feminist  Mysti¬ 
que;  speech  by  P1SD  (People  with  Immune  System 
Disorders);  Crack  and  Black  Youth.  $3  including 
postage.  John  Brown  Book  Club,  POB  1422,  San  Fran- 
cisco,  CA  94114. _ 

DO  you  need  facts  about  menopause?  Does  the 
stereotyping  of  older  women  make  you  angry?  Do  you 
want  to  be  part  of  an  Older  Feminists  Network? 
Broomstick,  a  bimonthly  national  magazine  by,  for  and 
about  women  over  forty.  Annual  subs  (US  funds  only) 
U.S.  $15,  Canada  $20,  Overseas  and  Institutions  $25. 
Sliding  scale  available.  Sample  copy  $3.50.  3543  18  St. 
#3,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 10. _ 

BAD  ATTITUDE 

A  lesbian  sex  magazine.  Irreverent  and  Hot!  $12  for  one 
year’s  subscription  (3  issues).  B.A.  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  110, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139. _ (16.33) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1.50;  sub.  $6;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  No.  236G,  SF,  CA  94114. 
_ (ex) 

With  incisive  reporting  and  thoughtful  analysis  IN 
THESE  TIMES  offers  the  very  best  in  alternative  American 
journalism.  We’ve  built  our  reputation  on  addressing 
the  issues  the  mainstream  media  ignores,  and  that’s  why 
our  unique  point-of-view  has  been  trusted  by  thousands 
of  readers  for  over  a  decade.  Why  not  see  for  yourself? 
You  may  order  a  subscription  by  calling  800-435-0715 
(in  Illinois  call  800-892-0753)  or  by  writing  to  IN  THESE 
TIMES,  1912  Debs  Ave.,  Mt,  Morris,  IL  61054.  (17,36) 

OFF  OUR  BACKS 

Lively,  down-to-earth  feminism  in  the  nation’s  oldest 
women’s  newsjournal.  Analysis,  reviews,  conference 
coverage,  and  news  —  on  health,  feminist  theory, 
reproductive  rights,  civil  rights  and  political  work 
among  working,  disabled,  incarcerated,  old,  and  poor 
women,  women  of  color,  lesbians  and  women  from 
every  continent,  $15/1 1  issues.  $6  plus  $1  postage.  2423 
18th  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20009 _ (ex) 

WOMEN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
single  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885.  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS 

The  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  49 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus  timely  sexual  ad¬ 
vice  and  news  columns.  We  are  quarterly,  national,  uni¬ 
que  and  provocative.  $28/year  sub/$6  single  issue.  ON 
OUR  BACKS,  526  Castro,  San  Francisco,  CA  941 14(ex) 

WOMEN’S  REVIEW  OF  BOOKS 

monthly  review  of  current  feminist  writing.  Since  1983. 
Our  readers  span  the  U.S.,  Canada,  and  abroad. 
Subscriptions:  $15/U.S.,  $18/Canada,  $25/institutions. 
Free  sample  on  request.  THE  WOMEN’S  REVIEW, 
Wellesley  Women’s  Research  Center,  Wellseley,  MA 
02181. _ (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

Special  10th  Anniv.  edition  of  Black/Out  now  available. 
This  bi/annual  magazine  from  the  National  Coalition 
for  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays  contains  essays,  reviews, 
poetry,  news  and  announcements  concerning  the  Black 
Lesbian  and  Gay  community.  Sample  copy  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  1  year  subscription  (2  issues)  $10  to 
BLACK/OUT,  c/o  NCBLG,  19641  West  Seven  Mile, 
Detroit,  Mi  482 1 9.  _ (ex) 


soners 
Seeking 
Friends 


IF  YOU  WANT  PEACE, 
WORK  FOR  JUSTICE 


LESBIAN  RESISTANCE!! 

We  want  to  start  a  new  magazine,  com- 
■■  bining  original  &  reprinted  articles,  news 
Band  analysis.  Feminism  and  lesbian/gay 
g  liberation  need  to  focus  more  on  racism, 
|  along  with  class  and  gender  politics. 

I  We  need  to  fight  ^divide  and  conquer’ 
politics.  Discrimination  is  still  practiced  by 
~  lesbians  against  lesbians:  issues  between  us 


1  PRISON' AND  MENTAL  INSTITUTIONS, 
(since  these  are  the  voices  the  white  patriar¬ 
chs  want  most  to  silence.  You  're  in  there 
for  us,  we're  out  here  for  you!! 

LET  US  HEAR  FROM  YOU  !  Write:  Les¬ 
bian  Resistance,  Box  78,  282  Parliament  St, 
Toronto,  Ontario,  CANADA  M5A  3A4. 
(Postage  to  Canada  is  30  cents). 


I  don’t  get  much  mail.  I’m  46  years  old  and  like 
oldies  but  goodies,  Streisand  and  Sinatra.  I  can¬ 
not  write  other  prisoners,  but  will  answer  all  let¬ 
ters  I  get  from  the  free  world.  Thank  you  so 
much.  Roger  C.  PERRY,  77853-011,  Box  33, 
Terre  Haute  IN  47808. _ 

I  have  no  family  or  anyone  that  I  am  close  to 
and  I  wonder  if  somebody  out  there  would  like 
to  become  penpals.  I  am  a  mellow  person,  but  a 
little  lonely  right  now.  I  enjoy  reading  and 
writing  letters  and  would  appreciate  the  chance 
to  write  someone.  Thank  you.  Jamey 
STEWART,  39737  (3C-17),  1012  W.  Columbia, 
Farmington  MO  63640. 


I’m  26,  and  just  learning  to  adjust  to  my  true 
identity  and  would  sincerely  like  to  make  some 
new  friends.  I  enjoy  CW  and  classical  music, 
and  many  sports.  Please  write.  Paul  KERR, 
24127,  Box  14,  Boise  ID  83707, _ 

GM  looking  for  GM  to  write  to,  share  fantasies, 
desires,  experiences.  Very  caring  and  sincere. 
Don  K.  LOVE,  Box  200  —  AK8459,  Camp  Hill 
PA  17001. _ 

GM  looking  for  some  penpals  and  real  friends. 
This  is  my  first  time  being  in  prison  and  I’ll  be 
here  for  a  while.  My  interests  are  swimming, 
hiking,  listening  to  music  and  horseback  riding. 
Gerald  BLANTON,  164068,  2-D-20,  1012  W. 
Columbia,  Farmington  MO  63640. _ 

GM,  32,  BSBA  degree  in  business,  enjoy  art, 
antiques,  classical  music  and  reading.  Not  look¬ 
ing  for  any  money,  just  for  someone  to  write. 
David  McNEILL,  McCain  Hospital,  McCain 
NC  28361.  _ 

Hello  out  there!  I’m  in  great  need  of  a  manual 
typewriter  for  my  legal  work.  Also  I’d  like  to 
find  a  penpal.  I’m  a  a  gay  man,  25,  into  surfing 
and  new  wave  music.  Will  answer  all.  Photo  for 
photo.  Steve  WILLIAMS,  C-38287,  F3-14-225, 
480  Alta  Rd,  San  Diego  CA  92179. 

Lonely  24  yr  old  GM  awaiting  execution  would 
like  to  hear  from  someone.  I  have  long  brown 
hair  that’s  to  my  butt  cheeks  and  my  friends  call 
me  ‘Miss  Candy’.  Timothy  SUNDEEN,  52511, 
2605  State  St,  Salem  OR  97310. _ 

I’m  21,  strawberry  blond,  love  sports  and  am 
looking  for  friendship.  Please  send  SASE  if 
possible.  Daniel  C.  JONES,  89-5776,  2390  Bob 
Phillips  Rd,  Bartow  FL  33830. _ 

Prisoner  seeking  penmate.  So  become  my 
Cinderfella  by  writing  this  Della.  30,  bright, 
getting  ready  to  see  daylight.  Allan  TUTTLE, 
79 A  3847,  Box  51,  Comstock  NY  12821. 
TOMMY  —  Sometimes  I  say  things  before  I 
think,  but  never  have  intended  to  hurt  you.  This 
separation  is  hard  for  both  of  us,  but  we  must 
be  strong.  Te  amo  mi  amor  por  siempre.  Tinsey 
Chez _ 

HOBBIES:  art,  guitar,  reading,  music,  movies, 
sports,  sex,  cooking;  TYPE:  open,  caring,  good 
hearted,  fun  person,  understanding;  SEEK¬ 
ING:  true  friendship,  caring,  possibly  more. 
Alfred  Russell,  207606  (N-3),  Box  699-W, 
Sneads  FL  32460, _ 

Gay  but  not  fern  black  incarcerated  man  seek¬ 

ing  correspondence  with  other  gays  for  friend¬ 
ship  and  writing.  Edward  LOVE,  39369,  Box 
2500,  Lincoln  NE  68502. _ 

Lonely  gay  man  seeking  sincere  correspondence 
and  friendship.  Please  write  to:  Michael  Vin¬ 
cent  HYDE,  18988-013,  Box  1000,  Lewisburg 
PA  17837. 


32  yr  old,  very  feminine  and  gentle  lesbian 
would  like  to  make  a  friend.  Incarcerated  for  a 
white  collar  crime.  Would  like  someone  to  share 
thoughts  and  smiles  with.  Julie  McKNIGHT, 
1 19063,  Box  26,  St,  Gabriel  LA  70776. 


I  would  like  to  meet  a  nice  lady  (30  plus)  with 
good  understanding,  mature  and  fun  loving, 
likes  children  and  open  mind.  My  likes  are 
movies,  arts  and  sewing,  trying  to  get  into 
fashion  designing.  Hoping  to  hear  from  some¬ 
one.  Lorna  O’NEIL,  23454,  SHU  216,  Frontera 
CA  91720. 


I  am  out  of  touch  with  the  gay  community  and 
society  itself.  I  would  love  to  get  your  GCN 
paper  and  being  very  lonely  sure  could  use  a 
friend.  I  will  write  anyone  who  writes  me. 
Belinda  SELLERS,  151103,  PO  Box  8540, 
Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024. 


Age  28,  Butch,  want  to  meet  females  that  enjoy 
life  and  are  just  straight  up  and  pretty  easy  go¬ 
ing.  Cannot  write  other  prisoners.  Smyrana 
COBB,  108120,  MBCC-EHU,  Box  11492,  OKC 
OK  73136. 


Legal  help  concerning  sex  with  ‘minors’ 

I  am  in  desperate  need  from  people  who  are 
familiar  with  the  law  concerning  sex  with 
minors.  A  friend  is  about  to  be  railroaded  in 
court  and  needs  legal  help.  He’s  facing  280 
years.  Please  reply  as  soon  as  possible.  James 
KEEN,  36293-019,  Seg  B-13,  Box  1700  BCS-1, 
Phoenix  AZ  85027. 


Attention  TVs  &  TSs!  Young  Black  man,  24, 
good  body,  big  heart  «n«h-otKew|hings,zseeking 
someone  to  love.  Free  world  or  prisoners  (out¬ 
side  of  Cal.)  Let’s  be  penfriends  and  see  what 
comes  up.  Not  looking  for  money.  James  C. 
WILKINS,  D-62729,  5282  CMC-E,  PO  Box 
8101,  San  Luis  Obispo  CA  93409. 


Lonely  Black  man  very  down  to  earth  looking 
to  meet  some  down  to  earth  people  who  would 
correspond  with  me.  My  nickname  is  ‘Lem- 
wood’.  Lemrick  THOMAS,  AY-8797,  Drawer 
R,  Huntingdon  PA  16652. 


I‘m  very  much  alone  in  a  hostile  environment 
and  would  sure  be  grateful  to  anyone  who 
would  write  with  a  long  term  friendship  in 
mind.  My  interests  include  reading,  writing, 
and  taking  college  courses.  Sure  would  like  to 
hear  from  you!  Tom  SHERRY,  852369,  Box 
473,  Westville  IN  46391. 


Bisexual  male  (top  only),  very  muscular  built. 
Hobbies  are  sports,  reading,  nature  plus  more. 
I’m  awfully  lonely  and  hope  to  gain  a  true 
friendship.  Joe  WILLIAMS,  387041  (L-31), 
Box  699-W,  Sneads  FL  32460. 


I  do  this  time,  I  don’t  let  it  do  me,  but  I  do  get 
lonely.  I’m  looking  for  some  gay  companion¬ 
ship.  I  work  out  every  day  and  also  can  send  a 
picture  if  you  want.  Roy  Paul  YOUNG, 
182-373,  Box  56,  Lebanon  OH  45036. 
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28  Saturday  □  Ghoul  Friday,  a  special  Halloween  version 
of  Girl  Friday,  a  comedy  musical  revue  featuring  Lea 
DeLaria,  Kelley  Edwards,  and  Richard  Weinstock.  At 
INDIGO,  a  club  for  women,  823  Main  Street.  8pm. 

$10  (show  only),  $13  (show/dancing).  497-7200. 


November  2  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

3  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 


Boston  □  ACT  UP/Boston  meets  to  confront  the 
AIDS  crisis.  New  Gay  &  Lesbian  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  203.  7pm.  49-ACT  UP. 

Cambridge  □  Bisexual  Women’s  Rap.  10/24 
Women  &  Mental  Health,  10/31  Halloween  Party. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-l0pm.  354-8807. 

Cambridge  □  30-plus  Lesbian  Rap  7-8:30pm.  10/24 
Sexual  Attraction  in  Friendship,  10/31  Self-esteem.  The 
Women's  Center  (see  above). 

Cambridge  □  Women  For  Sobriety,  a  self  help  group 
for  women  recovering  from  addictions.  Women’s  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8-9:30pm.  354-8807 


Weekly  events 
Saturday 


Arlington  □  Parents  &  Friends  of  Lesbians  &  Gays 

meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  every  month  at  First 
Parish  Unitarian  Church,  630  Mass.  Ave.  7:15pm.  Info: 
547-2440  or  508/562-5807.. 


Calendar  listings  must  be  received  by  the 
Monday  before  the  week  of  the  event  Photos 
encouraged.  Please  specify  if  event  is/is  not 
wheelchair  accessible  and/or  sign  language 
interpreted.  Please  use  our  format  as  a  guide 
for  listings  and  put  each  event  on  a  separate 
sheet,  if  possible.  Listings  must  be  typed. 

21  Saturday 

Boston  □  Prime  Timers  an  organization  for  older  gay 
males,  monthly  meeting.  Lindemann  Health  Center,  25 
Staniford  Street.  2-4pm.  $1. 

Cambridge  □  Daughters  of  Bilitis  “Lavender 
Memories”  Spaghetti  dinner  and  dance.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church.  7pm.  Steph,  267-6282. 

22  Sunday 

Waltham  □  Teach-ln/Speak-Out  on  Abortion  and 
Reproductive  Rights.  Brandeis  University,  Levin  Ballroom. 
9am-5:30pm.  ASL,  Childcare,  Wheelchair  Accessible. 
736-3740,  876-9809  for  registration  &  transportation. 

Cambridge  □  June  Jordan,  highly  acclaimed  poet,  will 
read  from  her  new  book,  ‘Naming  Our  Destiny:  New  and 
Selected 'Poems/^at  NewWord9'Bookstore,  186  Hamp¬ 
shire  Street.  3pm.  876-5310. 

23  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Daughters  of  Bilitis  “Personal  Journey 
Workshop"  beginning  of  six  sessions.  Lesbians  35-plus, 
support  for  rediscovering  our  own  direction  at  this  point 
in  our  life  journey.  Info  &  registration,  933-2749. 

Boston  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  &  Gay  Civil  Rights 

holds  organizing  meeting  at  Les/Gay  Service  Center,  338 
Newbury  Street,  Rm.  202K.  8pm.  Rich,  776-6956. 

Boston  □  Fenway  Community  Health  Center’s 
Living  Well  Series,  An  Evening  with  Fran  Peavey, 
author  of  “A  Shallow  Pool  Of  Time’  about  her  journey 
with  AIDS  and  her  own  HIV  positive  status.  7pm-8:30pm. 
Info  &  registration  call  Paul  of  Linda,  267-0900. 

24  Tuesday 

Boston  □  An  Introduction  to  Boston  for  Gays  and 
Lesbians  with  the  Boston  Center  for  Adult  Education.  5 
Commonwealth  Ave.  6pm-8pm,  $19.  267-4430 

25  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Fenway  Community  Health  Center’s 
Living  Well  Series.  Introduction  to  Massage  (part  3), 
with  Amie  Katz.  332  Newbury  Street.  6pm-8pm.  Robb  or 
Paul,  267-0900. 


26  Thursday 

Boston  □  GCN  Production  Night.  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  starts  at  5pm.  Paste-up  after  7pm.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info, 
GCN:  617/426-4469. 

27  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  Mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper  and 
meet  new  friends.  5- 1 0pm.  62  Berkeley  St.,  near  Arl¬ 
ington  and  Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  617/426-4469. 

Boston  □  Romanovsky  and  Phillips  will  perform  at 
Simmons  College  Alumnae  Hall.  8pm.  (doors  open  at 
6:30pm.)  $8.  in  advance,  $10  at  the  door.  738-3116. 

28  Saturday 

Cambridge  □  Ghoul  Friday  a  special  Halloween  ver¬ 
sion  of  Girl  Friday,  a  comedy  musical  review  featuring  Lea 
DeLaria,  Kelley  Edwards,  and  Richard  Weinstock.  At  IN¬ 
DIGO,  a  dub  for  women,  823  Main  St.  8pm.  $10. 
(show  only),  $13.  (show/dancing).  497-7200. 

Dorchester  □  Slide  Presentation  and  report  back  on 
Women’s  convoy  to  Central  America  by  Ellen  Shub  at 
Dorchester  House  Multi  Service  Center,  1 353  Dorchester 
Ave.  Sponsored  by  Dorchester  Women's  Committee. 
4-7pm.  $5. 

Boston  □  Phantoms  at  the  Opera,  a  Halloween  party 
to  benefit  the  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  featur¬ 
ing  the  "official  witch  of  Salem,"  Laurie  Cabot.  Opera 
House,  S39  Washington  Street.  $15. 

Cambridge  □  Amethyst  Women’s  Halloween 
Dance.  Drug  &  alcohol  free.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1 151  Mass.  Ave.  8:30pm-midnight.  $6.  more  or 
less. 

Boston  □  Daughters  of  Bilitis  Halloween  Potluck  din¬ 
ner.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  Chiltern  Mountain  Club  hiking  and/or  bik¬ 
ing  in  the  White  Mountains.  Carol,  235-0186. 

Somerville  □  Libana  performs  at  the  Somerville 
Theatre,  55  Davis  Square.  8pm.  $12.50  general  admission, 
$14.50  day  of  the  show.  524-6698. 

Boston  □  Men  of  All  Colors  Together  presents  its 
Last  Quarter  Moon  Halloween  Ball  at  195  West  Newton 
Street.  8pm. -2am.  $6.  266-4378  or  547-1986. 

Waltham  □  Trisk  or  Treat  Halloween  dance  spon¬ 
sored  by  Triskelion,  Brandeis'  Les/Gay/Bi  Coalition. 
Schwartz  Auditorium.  I0pm-2am.  $3.  if  in  costume,  $4 
without.  736-4761. 


Boston  □  The  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  new 

training  session  for  hotline.  617/492-RAPE. 

Boston  □  Gay  Boston,  with  Jim  Voltz.  Boston 
Neighborhood  Network,  channels  A3  and  A8.  7:30-8pm. 

Boston  □  Body  Electric:  Healing  with  group  sensual 
massage  for  gay  and  bisexual  men.  551  Tremont.  7:30pm. 
$12.  522-9164. 

Sunday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Youth  (BAGLY).  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35 
Bowdoin  St.  2-5pm.  354-6658. 

Boston  □  Metro  Healing  healing  group  for  everyone. 
Metropolitan  Health  Club  aerobics  room,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  7: 30-9: 30pm.  426-9205. 

Boston  □  Boston’s  Other  Voice,  radio  for  gay/lesbian 
community  with  Peter  Stickel.  1 1  pm.  WROR  98.5  FM. 
10/22  Gene  Rouhier  talks  on  Living  with  AIDS,  10/29  Sen. 
Michael  Barrett  and  Ariine  Isaacson  on  the  passage  of  the 
lesbian  &  gay  civil  rights  bill. 

Boston  □  The  Gay  Dating  Show,  WUNR  1600  AM. 
2:30am.  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men. 

Monday 

Cambridge  □  Healing  Circle  group  healing.  5  Upland 
Rd.  7:30-9:30pm.  $5  suggested.  864-1989. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap.  10/23  alcoholism,  10/30 
Witchcraft.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm. 
Free.  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Cambridge  □  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Rights  holds  bi-weekly  planning  meeting.  142  Memorial 
Drive,  Rm.  306.  7pm.  776-6956. 

T  uesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  meet  I  st  & 
3rd  Tues.  of  the  month.  Lindemann  Ctr.,  2nd  fl.  8-IOpm. 
742-7897. 

Boston  □  Gay  and  Lesbian  Support  Group  for 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Faulkner  Hospital. 
8:30- 1 0pm.  Intake  interview  required.  522-5800  x 1 908. 

Boston  □  Lesbian  and  Gay  Concert  &  Marching 
Band  No  audition  necessary.  YWCA,  120  Clarendon  St. 
7:15pm.  Joe  625-3304,  Zoe  396-2989. 

Cambridge  □  The  Group  at  Walker  Memorial  MIT  on 
Memorial  Drive.  8pm.  266-1129. 

Providence,  Rl  □  ACT-UP/Rhode  Island  open 
meetings.  Rocket,  73  Richmond  St.  7pm.  273-7228. 


Wednesday 

Boston  □  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and  Lesbian 

Youth.  Open  to  youth  age  22  and  under.  35  Bowdoin  St. 
New  persons’  meeting  6pm;  women  and  men  meet 
separately  6:45-7:30;  general  meeting  at  7:30pm. 
354-6658. 

Boston  □  Bisexual  Children  of  Alcoholics.  Mass. 
General  Hosp.,  lower  amphitheater  7:30pm.  259-1559. 

Cambridge  □  Say  it,  Sister!  WMBR,  88. 1  FM.  7-8pm. 

Boston  □  Women’s  Self-Defense  Classes  sponsored 
by  Women’s  Self  Defense  Collective.  Studio  3,  731  Har¬ 
rison  Ave.,  2nd  floor.  6-8pm.  $IO-$35  sliding  scale  per 
mo.  625-1115. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Al-Anon  with  childcare. 
Women’s  Center  (see  above).  6:30-8pm. 

Thursday 

Northampton  □  Valley  Gay  Alliance  meets  1st,  3rd 
Th.  every  month,  basement  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  22 
Main  St.  7:30pm.  413/527-5310. 

Stoneham  □  Incest  Survivors’  Group  for  women. 
New  England  Memorial  Hospital,  5  Woodland  Rd. 
5-6:30pm.  Sara  Epstein,  979-7025. 

Cambridge  □  Wise  Woman  Tradition  Herbal 
Medicine  and  Women’s  Wisdom  Classes.  Sliding 
scale.  Whitewolf,  277-8232. 

Boston  □  Boston  Area  Rape  Crisis  Center  drop-in 
group  for  women  who  have  been  raped.  492-RAPE. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  Survivors  Group.  Women’s 
Center  (see  above).  7:30-9:30pm. 

Cambridge  □  Non-offending  male  sexual  abuse  sur¬ 
vivors  group  meets  first  Thursday  of  every  month.  Cam¬ 
bridge  Ctr.  of  Commerce  conference  room,  859  Mass. 
Ave.  8:30-l0pm.  $5  donation.  498-9881. 

Friday 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project-Worcester  support  group 
for  HIV  positive,  PWAs,  PWARCs,  supporters.  Open  to 
all  lesbians,  gay  men.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Dana 
508/755-3773. 

Boston  □  Healing  group  for  everyone.  Santa  Fe  Hair 
Salon,  528  Tremont  St.  7:30-9:30pm.  426-9205. 

Cambridge  □  Incest  survivors  group  on  death  and 
grief.  Short-term.  Women’s  Center  (see  above).  7pm. 

Cambridge  □  Women’s  Coffeehouse.  Women’s 
Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-midnight.  354-8807. 


Cesar  Chavez 
and  the  fab 
Flirts  bring 
down  the 
house 

Supporters  of  the  grape 
boycott  enjoy  an  evening 
of  festive ,  fabulous  fun 

By  Stephanie  Poggi 

BOSTON  —  Some  straight  lefties  had 
never  seen  anything  like  the  very  gay,  very 
fabulous  Flirtations.  And  some  liberal  to 
moderate  gay  men  and  lesbians  got  their 
first,  serious  introduction  to  labor  organiz¬ 
ing.  Audience  members  of  all  kinds  —  who 
had  jumped  to  their  feet  for  the  unstoppable 
Flirts  —  rose  once  more  all  together  for 
Cesar  Chavez,  the  president  of  the  United 
Farm  Workers,  to  shout  “NO  MORE 
GRAPES!” 

“Allies  for  the  ‘90s:  United  for  Health” 
built  what  organizers  from  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Labor  Activist  Network  are  calling  a 
real  coalition.  Held  October  13  at  New 
England  Hall,  the  event  raised  $10,000  to 
benefit  the  farm  workers  grape  boycott  — 
designed  to  stop  the  use  of  pesticides  known 
to  cause  cancer  and  birth  defects  —  and  the 
local  Fenway  Community  Health  Center’s 
new  HIV  treatment  center.  Harneen  Cher- 
now  of  GALL  AN  told  the  audience,  “These 
two  very  different  communities  have  come 
together. ..to  save  ourselves... with  style.” 

Cesar  Chavez  recounted  the  recent  suc¬ 
cesses  of  the  boycott,  picking  up  steam  in 
cities  around  the  country  and  in  Canada. 
“You  and  I  can  stop  the  sale  of  grapes,”  he 
announced,  telling  lesbian/gay  audience 
members,  “Labor  leaders  need  you  as  much 
as  you  need  them.”  He  noted  that  farm 
workers  have  the  highest  rate  of  work- 


hindsig 


Cesar  Chavez  speaks  at  benefit,  Boston,  October  13 


The  most  fabulous  Flirtations  bring  the  audience  to  their  tiptoes.  (L-R):  TJ  Myers,  jon  Arteron, 
Michael  Callen,  Aurelio  Font,  Cliff  Townssend 


related  illness  in  California,  and  that  the  in¬ 
cidence  of  cancer  in  some  communities 
around  the  grape  fields  is  as  much  as  1200 
percent  higher  than  the  national  average.  A 
roll  call  of  groups  represented  in  the  au¬ 
dience  —  from  women’s  to  labor  to  gay  to 
AIDS  —  publicly  endorsed  the  boycott,  un¬ 
til  the  stage  was  more  jammed  than  the 
auditorium. 

Finally,  the  fantastically  talented  Flirta¬ 
tions  brought  down  the  house  with  their  li¬ 
quid  gold  highs  and  deep,  deep,  deep  lows. 
Their  numbers  ranged  from  “Why  Do  Fools 
Fall  in  Love?”  to  “My  Buddy”  to  a  Puerto 
Rican  plena  fitted  with  new  words  about  the 
island’s  fight  for  cultural  integrity.  The  ooh- 
wah-oohs  and  synchronized  dips  and  swings 
were  pretty  marvelous,  too,  as  was  their 
round-stage  call-out  about  the  “myth  of  the 
homogeneous  homosexual:”  “one  of  us 
looks  fabulous  in  size  13  heels,”  “one  of  us 
came  out  at  age  37,”  “one  of  us  took  his 
boyfriend  to  the  high  school  prom,”  “one 
of  us  was  entrapped,”  “one  of  us  was 
physically  abused  by  his  father,”  “one  of  us 
has  a  cousin  with  AIDS,”  “one  of  us  actual¬ 
ly  thinks  size  matters  (the  other  four  are  ly¬ 
ing),”  “one  of  us  has  a  brother  with 
AIDS,”  “one  of  us  has  AIDS.” 
amazing  ,  all  right! 

Another  high  point  in  this  evening  of 
highs  was  the  announcement  by  GALLAN 
members  that  union  labor  would  be  used  for 
the  inside  portion  of  the  Fenway’s  new  treat¬ 
ment  center.  Chernow  told  GCN  that 
through  negotiations,  “Everyone  was  able 
to  move.  There  was  a  mutual  understanding 
that  the  HIV  treatment  center  is  important 
and  that  you  have  to  give  the  workers  of 
Boston  a  decent  wage.  ’  ’  She  added  that  non¬ 
union  workers  often  have  no  benefits,  and 
therefore  don’t  have  health  insurance.  The 
outside  of  the  new  building,  which  is  to  be 
donated  by  developer  Harold  Brown,  will  be 
at  least  partly  built  by  union  labor,  accor¬ 
ding  to  Chernow.  “Labor  is  doing  whatever 
they  can  to  make  the  building  100  percent 
union,  and  it  will  definitely  be  more  union 
than  it  would  have  been  had  GALLAN  not 
been  involved.” 

“I’ve  never  been  part  of  anything  that  left 
me  feeling  so  high,”  summed  up  event 
Master  of  Ceremonies  and  GALLAN 
member  Susan  Moir.  “It  was  so  vital  and  it 
was  such  a  great  mix.  I  think  it  was  an 
education  for  a  lot  of  people. ”□ 
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A  Club  lor  Women 


INDIGO  Where  'Nomen  Meet  Women 


SATURDAY  OCT  21,  7PM 

MARY  CHAPIN  CARPENTER 

FOLK  SINGER  -  SONGWRITER 
COLUMBIA  RECORDING  ARTIST 


FRIDAY  NIGHT  FREEBIES 

•  CONCERT  TICKETS 

•  GIFT  CERTIFICATES 

•  ALBUMS  AND  TAPES 


FRIDAY  OCT  28,  8PM 

GHOUL  FRIDAY 

(Girl  Friday)  Featuring 

Comics  LEA  DE  LARI  A,  KELLEY  EDWARDS,  and  RICHARD  WEINSTOCK 
$10.  (show  only)  ($13.  show/dancing) 

Tickets  Now  On  Sale 


SATURDAY  NOV  11,  8PM 

PHRANC 

ISLAND  RECORDING  ARTIST 


ON  THE  DAY  THE  GAY  RIGHTS  BILL  PASSES 
INDIGO  WILL  OPEN  FOR  A  SPECIAL  CELEBRATION 
COME  JOIN  US!!! 


B23  Main  Street,  Cambridge,  MA  02  1  39  IB  7  7 1  <497-7200 


lNDIG0‘s  Hours;  Thursday  4PM-SAM  (no  cover)  ■  Friday  4PM-SAM- Saturday  9PM-SAM  B 


boSTON’S  ONLY  CLUB  FOR  WOMEN 


THE  LAVENDER 
VALLEY  HIGH  SCHOOL 

PROM 


SATURDAY, 

OCTOBER  21,  1989 

8  O'CLOCK  'TIL  MIDNIGHT 
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At  the  YWCA, 

140  Clarendon  Street 
(Copley  Square) 

Music  by  the  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Freedom  Trail  Band 
With  special  guests  “Cheek  to  Cheek* 
$5  in  advance,  $7  at  the  door 

Alcohol-free 
All  welcome 
Refreshments  available 


PRODUCED  BY  THE 
FREEDOM  TRAIL  BAND,  INC 

For  tickets  or 
more  Information, 
call  424-7025 


